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Eduphoria: An “International Multidisciplinary Magazine

About Magazine

Eduphoria is an International Multidisciplinary magazine especially educational
magazine. Eduphoria is an international scholarly/ academic, peer-reviewed magazine
for multiple age readers. Eduphoria is a forum for the exchange of the innovative ideas,
data and information related to the multiple disciplines including science, social sciences,
technology and engineering, psychological science, health, computer science, education,
management, defence education, political science, development of education, and other
disciplines for the welfare of education community. All age group writers, budding
writers, budding artists, scholars, professional from different spheres, students, and
institutional staff could contribute as reader or contributors. The magazine is appropriate
for anyone who is interested and invested in the positive changes that are happening in
education today including educators, educational leaders, education consultants,
community-based organization staff, anyone interested in innovative ideas and practices,
global education advocates, foundations, government agencies, businesses that support
children’s education. We also invite institutions to publish their events, programs reports,
highlights, forthcoming programs news, student talks, cover stories etc. We resist
political articles, articles on gender, caste, religion discrimination, content against the law
of any country or related.

Aims and Objectives:

Eduphoria is an international open access magazine that provides unique, and
stimulating information about the educational programs around the world. This
magazine aims sharing innovation, case studies, stories, health & nutritional awareness,
student voice and research experiences in the field of education and development. It a
platform facilitating coordination and networking among individuals and institutes
particularly among the youths and professionals. It is a platform to share ideas,
innovative thoughts, and brainstorm on advancement of education and other

disciplines.
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Editorial Message

Dear Esteemed Readers,

Welcome to the mesmerizing world of Eduphoria, the International Multidisciplinary Magazine
that brings you a symphony of knowledge, innovation, and exploration. As the proud publication
of the esteemed International Council of Education Research and Training (ICERT), our
magazine endeavors to captivate and enlighten your senses, opening doors to boundless

possibilities in the realm of education.

In an era where knowledge knows no boundaries, Eduphoria stands as a beacon of intellectual
curiosity, inviting readers from all corners of the globe to embark on a transformative journey
of discovery. Our publication represents a melting pot of ideas, where diverse disciplines

converge, intertwining and giving birth to a tapestry of wisdom.

Within the pages of Eduphoria, you will find a treasure trove of scholarly research,
groundbreaking studies, and thought-provoking articles that push the boundaries of
conventional wisdom. Our expert contributors, renowned scholars, and visionary practitioners
from various fields of study come together to inspire and challenge, fostering a rich tapestry of

perspectives that both stimulates and ignites the reader's imagination.

Immerse yourself in the world of academia as you delve into the realms of science, technology,
literature, arts, social sciences, and beyond. Eduphoria embraces the interdisciplinary nature of
knowledge, acknowledging that true innovation arises from the synergy of different disciplines.
We believe that a holistic approach to education is essential for fostering creativity, critical

thinking, and a deeper understanding of the complex world we inhabit.

Beyond the realms of academia, Eduphoria resonates with the spirit of global citizenship. We are
committed to exploring the socio-cultural nuances that shape our societies, celebrating diversity,
and promoting inclusivity. From analyzing the impact of education policies on marginalized
communities to showcasing inspiring stories of educational initiatives that are transforming

lives, we seek to shed light on the pressing issues that shape our collective future.

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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As we traverse the ever-evolving landscape of education, Eduphoria remains at the forefront of
the latest pedagogical innovations, technological advancements, and transformative teaching
practices. We delve into the digital age, exploring the potential of artificial intelligence, virtual
reality, and immersive learning experiences. Our magazine serves as a catalyst for inspiration,
fostering a community of lifelong learners, educators, researchers, and innovators. Together, let

us embark on a journey that enlightens minds and empowers societies.

Welcome to the world of Eduphoria, where the pursuit of knowledge knows no bounds.

Sincerely,
Dr. Dilpreet kaur

Editor, Eduphoria

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Workplace Ethics: Fostering an Environment of uprightness & deference

Dr. S Sriranjani Mokshagundam

Introduction

In today's fast-paced and highly competitive business world, workplace ethics has taken centre
stage as a critical factor for organizational success. It's all about establishing a strong moral
compass and values that guide our behavior and decision-making in the professional realm.
Workplace ethics encompasses honesty, integrity, respect, fairness, transparency, and
accountability. When organizations prioritize and cultivate a culture that upholds these ethical
principles, then they can boost employee engagement, build trust with all its stakeholders and
achieve sustainable growth as well. In this article, we'll explore the significance of workplace
ethics, delve into key ethical considerations and provide practical strategies for fostering an

ethical work environment.
Importance of Workplace Ethics

1. Building Trust and Credibility: Workplace ethics plays a pivotal role in building trust and
credibility among employees, customers and all the concerned stakeholders. When individuals
feel confident that their colleagues and leaders uphold high ethical standards, it creates an

atmosphere of openness, collaboration and innovation.

2. Enhancing Employee Engagement and Retention: A strong ethical framework nurtures a
positive work environment, leading to increased employee engagement and job satisfaction.
When employees feel valued, respected and are treated fairly, they become more committed
towards their organization and are motivated to give their best. Moreover, organizations that
prioritize ethics are more likely to attract and retain the top talent, solidifying their competitive

advantage.

3. Strengthening Reputation and Brand Image: Ethical behavior directly impacts an
organization's reputation and brand image. Companies known for their ethical practices and
commitment to Corporate Social Responsibility enjoy a positive public perception. This
reputation translates into increased customer loyalty, improved market positioning and long-

term sustainability.
]
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Key Ethical Considerations in the Workplace

1. Honesty and Integrity: Honesty forms the bedrock of moral behavior. It involves being
truthful in all professional interactions, whether it's acknowledging mistakes, communicating
capabilities accurately or avoiding conflicts of interest. Upholding integrity ensures that our

actions align with our values.

2. Respect and Diversity: Businesses must foster an inclusive and diverse work environment
where individuals are treated with respect, regardless of their background, race, gender,
religion, or other characteristics. Embracing diversity not only fulfills legal obligations but also

fosters collaboration and harnesses the power of different perspectives and experiences.

3. Fairness and Equity: Fair treatment and equity are crucial aspects of a principled workplace.
Employees should be evaluated based on their performance and qualification, without biases or
favoritism. Ensuring fair compensation, promotions and recognition helps create a sense of

justice and empowers employees to excel.

4. Confidentiality and Privacy: Protecting confidential information and considering employee
privacy are essential ethical considerations. Organizations should establish clear guidelines for

handling sensitive data, ensuring its security and restricting access to authorized personnel only.
Strategies for Cultivating an Ethical Work Environment

1. Establish a Comprehensive Code of Ethics: Developing a code of ethics that outlines the
organization's core values and expected behaviors is fundamental. This should be effectively

communicated to all the employees and serve as a guiding framework for decision-making.

2. Lead by Example: Ethical behavior starts with leaders. They must embody and promote right
conduct through their actions and decisions. When leaders set a encouraging & positive example,

staff are inspired to follow suit.

3. Provide Ongoing Ethics Training and Education: Offering regular training sessions on
ethics enhances employees' understanding of ethical dilemmas and equips them with the skills
to navigate complex ethical quandaries. Encouraging open dialogue and providing guidance on

ethical decision-making processes is crucial.

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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4. Foster a Speak-Up Culture: Creating an environment where employees feel safe and enabled
to report unethical behavior or raise concerns is vital. Establishing anonymous reporting

mechanisms and ensuring non-retaliation policies are in place protect whistleblowers.

5. Integrate Ethics into Performance Management: Incorporating moral behavior as a
criterion for evaluating employee performance reinforces the company's commitment to ethics.
By assessing and recognizing individuals who consistently demonstrate ethical conduct,
organizations send a clear message that fair behavior is valued and rewarded. This integration
also ensures that ethical considerations are not overshadowed by solely focusing on business

outcomes.

6. Conduct Ethical Audits and Assessments: Regular ethical audits and evaluations help
establishments assess their adherence to moral principles. These considerations identify
potential gaps, areas of improvement and emerging ethical risks. By proactively addressing
these issues and implementing corrective actions, organizations can maintain a strong ethical

culture.

7. Promote Ethical Supply Chain Practices: Ethical recommendations should extend beyond
the firm itself to encompass suppliers and partners. Implementing supplier codes of conduct and
conducting due diligence on partners ensure alignment with ethical standards. Collaborating
with ethical suppliers and socially responsible partners further strengthens the organization's

commitment to ethical practices throughout the supply chain.

8. Encourage Transparency and Communication Channels: Nurturing transparency through
open communication channels is vital for building trust and promoting ethical behavior.
Regularly sharing information, updates and decisions helps the workforce appreciate the
rationale behind organizational actions and fosters a sense of inclusion. Open-door policies and
feedback mechanisms also provide opportunities for employees to voice their concerns or seek

guidance.

9. Recognize and Reward Ethical Conduct: Acknowledging and rewarding individuals who
consistently uphold ethical standards is a powerful way to reinforce the importance of ethics.
Implementing recognition programs, such as "Ethics Champion" awards or peer-to-peer
recognition creates a culture where ethical behavior is celebrated and serves as inspiration for
others to follow.

VOL.01 ISSUE 02 JUL-SEP 2023 ISSN: 2960-0014 8
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10. Continuously Reinforce/ strengthen Ethical Values: Cultivating an ethical work
environment requires ongoing reinforcement of ethical values. Regular internal
communications such as newsletters, workshops and town hall meetings can highlight the
significance of ethics and share success stories that exemplify ethical behavior. Leadership
should consistently emphasize & support ethical expectations and address any moral concerns

promptly and transparently to maintain a culture of integrity.
Conclusion

Workplace ethics serves as the compass that guides organizations towards success and
sustainability. By prioritizing workplace ethics and implementing strategies as discussed above
can promote an ethical work environment that benefits employees, employer & other
stakeholders, society at large. Embracing ethical behavior in the place of work not only enhances
faith, commitment and status, but also establishes a solid foundation for organizations to thrive

in an ever-evolving business landscape.
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Theory of Change (ToC) for Tackling Access to Agricultural Inputs through

Agro-dealers in Nigeria

Dr. Oluwaseun Tosin Bamigboye

Globally, farmers get agricultural inputs from previous harvests, agro-dealers, friends,
state/federal ministries, non-governmental organizations and other sources. These agro-inputs
are seeds, feed, plant-protection products- pesticides, herbicides, equipment and technology.
Agro-dealers stock these agro-inputs in their shops for farmers to access them (Staudacher, et
al, 2021). There are related policies that are an obstacle to prevailing effective and efficient agro-
dealership. These include the fragile regulatory structure for the control of product quality and
for averting the anti-competitive behavior of importers and major distributors. The existence of
adulterated /fewer quality products in the market disturbs the agro-dealers business which
results in the propensity to lose customers and face a decrease in profit. Related effects have also

been seen on sale of expired agrochemicals (TheGuardian, 2020).

An all-around market-oriented approach to agro-dealer development enables improved efficacy
in the input distribution, economic performances and allocation of resources. The benefits of
agro-dealer development increase at various levels in the agricultural sector and reach different
stakeholders in the sector. When agro-dealers technical capacity is developed, it will permit
them to accelerate the uptake of improved practices, deliver advisory services of high-quality to
small-scale farmers and improves the income and general wellbeing of farmers who adopt the

use of improved practices (Allgood, 2011).

To improve these agro-dealers cost-effectiveness, operation and possible long-term economic
achievement in serving farmers, there is a need to develop their very vital business expertise.
Developing business networks is important in facilitating agro-dealers to take advantage of
chances to improve the cost and operational efficiency of the agricultural value chain and credit
management and for expansion of the scope of their operations. It is important to engage each
agro-dealer development initiative to the particular conditions and market features of a given

country.

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Theory of Change as used in this study reinforced that agro-dealers’ organized capacity by
improving their accountability and structure of ownership leading to a well-organized and
planned agro-dealers. This will in turn expand input supply, and also support in transferring
knowledge on the use of these agricultural inputs to small-scale farmers. The theory of Change
is difficult to trace specifically where the term was first used, but a tip-off at its origins can be
found in the considerable body of applied and theoretical development in the field of evaluation,
specifically among the work of scholars such as Peter Rossi, Huey Chen, Carol Weiss and Michael
Quinn Patton (Patrizi and Quinn (2010); Weiss (1995); Chen and Rossi (1980). These evaluation
practitioners and theorists have concentrated on how to apply program theories to evaluation

for many years.

In the late 1950s with Kirkpatrick's 'Four Levels of Learning Evaluation Model' used the theories
of change in evaluation. Further progress and evolution have included Daniel Stufflebeam's
Context, Input, Processes and Products, CIPP, and the widely used Logframes or logical models
which set out causal chains usually consisting of inputs, activities, outputs and outcomes coupled
to long-term goals (James, 2011). The US-based Aspen Institute and its Roundtable on
Community Change was one of the organizations which began to focus on these issues. The effort
of the Roundtable steered the publication of New Approaches to Evaluating Comprehensive
Community Initiatives in 1995. Carol Weiss, a member of the Roundtable's Steering Committee
on Evaluation assumed that an important reason for implementing complex programs so
challenging to evaluate is that, the assumptions that inspire them are poorly pronounced. She
claimed that participants of complex community initiatives classically are uncertain about how
the change process will be disclosed and therefore give little responsiveness to the early and
mid-term changes that need to happen for a longer-term goal to be achieved (Weiss, 2011).
Weiss propagated the term "Theory of Change" as a way to describe the set of assumptions that
explain both the mini-steps that lead to the long-term goal and the connections between

program activities and outcomes that occur at each step of the way.

In this framework, ActKnowledge (2003) encompassed the development of Theory of Change
Online, TOCO, and a tailor-made software tool. Anderson (2005) pointed out that ToC works as
an Expectation Management Tool, which reveals the interventions and expected outcomes an
employee is supposed to work. An example made by Post (2015) is the Education for All (EFA)
organizations' assessment of education monitoring on progress towards United Nation's

education goals, where the ToC was employed to estimate how work is done. ToC engrossed not
]
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just on engendering knowledge about whether a program is operative, but also on explaining

what approaches it uses to be operative (Coryn, et al, 2011).
ToC Application to Farmers’ Access to Agricultural Inputs through Agro-dealers

The implicit ToC adopted by Osei, et al, (2017); Connell and Kubisch (1998) were established
on the fact that reinforcing the organized capacity of the agro-dealer organizations, by improving
their accountability and structure of ownership, will lead to well-organized and planned agro-
dealers. This will in turn expand input supply, and also support in transferring knowledge on the

use of these agricultural inputs to small-scale farmers.
The theory has the following assumptions as used by Osei, et al.,, (2017)

1) Agro-dealers will intensify investments in their enterprise
2) Agro-dealers will deliver inputs to small-scale farmers
3) Agro-dealers have training needs

4) Variation in productivity does not lead to significant price variations

When agro-dealers are trained on the best way to supply farmers with agricultural inputs and
their management, this can lead to a greater impact on farmers’ productivity. Aside from
training, the initiative/program was to assist the agro-dealers form demonstration plots close to
their shops to show-case to farmers the adoption of improved technologies. Three main outputs

of the program were anticipated for the agro-dealers: -

1) To acquire training on how to order and market agricultural inputs
2) To acquire training on how to offer advisory services on the input they sell

3) To be trained on how to establish demonstration plots.
Outputs of the program were-

1. Adoption and use of improved inputs have to increase by the small-scale farmers; and

2. The advancement in farming practices of the small-scale farmer.
Two main impacts expected after this program were-

1) improved crop yields of small-scale farmers and

2) decreased pre/post-harvest losses

VOL.01 ISSUE 02 JUL-SEP 2023 ISSN: 2960-0014 13
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ToC as applicable to this study illustrated that there has been some paradigm shift by
smallholder farmers from consulting extension agents to agro-dealers. The reduction in the
number of extension agents to farm families' ratio led the smallholder farmers to source
agricultural information from agro-dealers who sold inputs to them. The target ratio of
Extension Agents to Farm families according to the Food and Agriculture Organization is 1:800
while the number in place were 1:5,128 in Ekiti State, 1:1,7118 in Osun State and 1:7,411 in Oyo
State respectively (REFILS, 2017). In the study of Ajala et al, (2013); Olorunfemi et al, (2019)
extension agents had low involvement in the dissemination of information to small scale
farmers. However, Olaniyi and Farinde (2017) indicated that there was a general decline in
extension service performance. Therefore, farmers now contact agro-dealers directly to supply
them with agro-inputs and give advisory services to farmers on which agricultural input to
purchase to give them high yield. Thereby, agro-dealers disseminate information and knowledge

about agricultural inputs sold by them to the farmers.

In the figure below, to implement a project for Agro-dealers, there are some key program
activities, for example, "To help Agro-dealers establish demonstration plots". The expected
output of this program which is a result of a development intervention is to establish
demonstration plots. These are designed to produce an outcome (the short-to-medium-term
effects of an intervention). That is, when farmers see inputs displayed on the demonstration
plots, it increases the adoption and use of such input. And eventually, impact on improved crop
yield of smallholder farmers. The concept of Output, Outcome and Impacts are Results, it

depends on the duration it takes effect whether short, mid/medium, or long-term effect.

Key program activities Output

Agro-dealers trained

Strengthen capacity of Increased adoption Increased erop yield

and use of inputs by of smallholder farmers
smallholder farmers

agro-dealers to supply in inputs ordering and

inputs marketing
Agro-dealers trained

Help agro-dealers to offer advice in Smallholder fammers

establish input use and . . . Decreased in pre-
. . improve their farming
demonstration plots preservation to

farmers
Establish
demonstration plots

Figure 1: Theory of change

harvest losses

techniques (eg use

Source: Osei, et al, 2017
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Theory of change exposed a possible knowledge about agro-dealers distribution of agricultural
inputs to smallholder farmers. Agro-dealers organized capacity by improving their
accountability and structure of ownership leading to well-organized and planned agro-dealers.
This will in turn expand input supply, and also support in transferring knowledge on the use of

these agricultural inputs to small-scale farmers.
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Abstract

In October and November 2022, India held three significant international gatherings and
conferences on terrorism prevention and financing. Pakistan continues to support terrorism,
whether directly through state institutions or through the open and unrestricted gathering of
money by terrorist leaders who have been blacklisted by the UN. It remains the most deadly and
powerful threat. Terrorists and criminals cooperate on communication and financial matters for
the benefit of both groups. Due to regulatory difficulties, the spread of virtual currencies has
further degraded the situation. Effectively reducing the threat of terrorist funding requires

international cooperation.
Keywords: Terrorism Financing, Terrorism, Counter-Terrorism
Background

On November 18-19, 2022, India sponsored the "No Money for Terror" conference in New Delhi.
Participants from 78 nations, including 20 ministers, attended the meeting, demonstrating the
rising significance of the battle against terrorism financing. The third conference in a series on
the subject was held here. The first event took place in Paris in 2018, and the second one in
Melbourne in 2019. The earlier activities organised by India served to emphasise the theme's

wider applicability.

The United Nations Security Council Terrorism Committee met on October 28 and 29, 2022.The
90th Interpol General Assembly was place in New Delhi from October 18-21, 2022, before that.
The fight against terrorist funding, which continues to be a huge problem for the international
community despite earnest attempts to stop it, was one of the principal topics of concentration

in all of these multilateral engagements.
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This succinct review summarises the key points expressed during conferences on terrorist
funding, addresses the obstacles that continue to hamper efforts to do so, and briefly describes

particular measures that have aided in the fight against this worldwide menace.
Key Areas of Focus During Conference

During his speech at the "No Money for Terror" conference on November 18, 2022, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi made several profound insights that highlighted the difficulties
connected with financing terrorism. He said, "When dealing with a global danger, there is no
space for an unclear approach. It is an assault on civilised living, freedom, and humanity. It is
unconstrained. He brought up the dishonest behaviour of nations who "promote terrorism as
part of their state policy," pointing to the threat posed by Pakistan, while highlighting the

difficulty of state terrorism.

The links between organised crime and the financing of terrorism were discussed by the prime
minister. This involves obtaining money via illegal means and its connections to financing
terrorism for logistical and communicational facilities. The difficulties brought on by
technological development were emphasised, with a focus on the "dark net and private

currency."

In addition, the prime minister emphasised the need to "strike at the source of terrorism," which
includes its funding. He stressed the need for a "consistent, cohesive, and zero-tolerance
strategy" to combat terrorism and the need of going after terrorists, dismantling their support
systems, and disrupting their financial operations. The use of technology to "track, trace, and

confront terrorists" was another point he emphasised.

The answer, he continued, "is not to demonise technology,”" since it may be used to disrupt

terrorist networks.

The Delhi Declaration was first made during a special meeting of the CTC on October 29, 2022,
in New Delhi. In order to address the rising problem, the paper set out to "cover the key issues
regarding the misuse of drones, social media platforms, and crowdfunding." At the 90th Interpol
General Assembly on October 18, 2022, Prime Minister Modi emphasised the underlying
connections between crime, corruption, and terrorism while calling for "let communication,

collaboration, and cooperation destroy crime, corruption, and terrorism."
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The three international conferences conducted in New Delhi over the course of a month
contextualised the difficulties caused by financing terrorism and the choices open to the world

community to lessen its negative effects.
Evolution of Terror Funding in Last Decade

As ancient as terrorism itself is the financing of it. Its significance increased as terrorism evolved
from being a single act of terrorism to an organised operation. This trait continues to be the
fundamental reason why terrorist organisations have been able to sustain their extensive
spectrum of operations. An analysis of terrorism reveals that compared to the far greater
financial requirements to manage a terrorist organisation, there is a very little financial

requirement for individual terrorist attacks.

This suggests that rather than concentrating only on fighting terrorists, governments should
continue to target the resources that support these organisations. The inclination to direct
resources largely targeting lone terrorists, in contrast to this well-reasoned approach, permits
terrorist organisations to continue their operations. This includes the capacity to fill gaps left by

the eradication of specific terrorists using persuasive narratives and a consistent flow of funds.

Contrary to popular belief, the majority of monies used to support terrorism originate from
legitimate sources, making it difficult for law enforcement and intelligence services to locate,
monitor, and seize such cash. The difficulty of terrorists utilising legitimate sources of finance
for terrorism is made more difficult by the use of formal routes for moving these cash, which are

not always identifiable amid the billions of transactions that occur.

Funding for terrorism can travel in a variety of ways from its origin to its final destination. As
has been mentioned, in addition to official routes, hawala, cash, and commerce are other
possibilities used by terrorists and those who assist them. The abundance of transit options
makes it possible to choose the road less travelled. This is comparable to how water flows, which

usually chooses the path with the least amount of resistance.

The terrorist groups seek an alternative when enforcement agents try to concentrate on the most
obvious choice since it may not be subject to the same scrutiny. This enables them to maintain
control and compel the government and its agencies to adopt a reactive strategy. As a result,

resources get dispersed, which opens up holes that terrorists might take advantage of.
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Technology has always played a crucial role in the flow of money supporting terrorism. While in
the past terrorist organisations have taken use of legitimate routes to transfer funds throughout
the globe through a network of interconnected offices, recent years have seen a boom prompted
by the influence of technology. Wire transfers, PayPal, and electronic wallets were the beginning
of what is today the realm of virtual currencies, more precisely, cryptocurrencies. This has left

behind a number of difficulties.

The financial system had centralised control before the advent of virtual money. An application
programming interface (API) was used to transport all transaction requests made inside the
digital realm to a central governing organisation. It was supported by a nation's legal system and
enforced a standard regulatory system. Further, over time, the global financial system developed

a uniform framework for the operation of an open financial network.

Virtual currencies, on the other hand, have recently become a problem. On a peer-to-peer
network, several virtual currencies may be purchased and exchanged without the involvement
of a centralised financial organisation. Wherever cryptographic technology was used to create
virtual currencies, their decentralisation and anonymity grew stronger. Its potential for abuse
increases in a climate where the majority of nations have neither developed a regulatory
structure nor written legislation for integrating it into the financial system. This is one of the
main reasons why criminal organisations and terrorist organisations choose to move their funds

using virtual currencies in order to do it in a somewhat anonymous manner.

Fundraising campaigns like crowdfunding, a global, electronic replacement for long-established
physical collecting methods, have added to the use of virtual currencies. Such initiatives through
peer-to-peer communication channels and social media allow for collections that might not
always come with proper oversight and monitoring. This may be used to raise money from
unwitting contributors as well as from people who may be sympathetic to the causes of people,

organisations, or ideologies linked to terrorism.

Technology has also made it possible to create a parallel cyber reality, which has frequently been
used for illegal purposes. This cyber domain, often known as the "darknet" or "dark web," may
be used by terrorists as well as criminals to access crime and its proceeds. These three
technological advancements—virtual currencies, crowdsourcing, and the darknet—have all

been abused to distort the effect and scope of technology.
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Although much of the money going towards terrorism is lawful, it is also true that criminality
contributes to the creation of dirty money. Both should continue to be separate realms logically.
However, there is a direct connection between criminality and terrorism financing. Criminal
activity can be pursued most easily in an area that is poorly or completely controlled. High levels
of corruption in a society create a climate that encourages crime and makes it easier for it to

occur.

Criminal cartels and organisations establish and use covert routes for the exchange of products
and money. Once again, a deficient and failing system of government makes this simpler. To
reach their target, terrorist organisations frequently use the same agents that assist the flow of
illicit gains and frequently take use of these channels. While terrorist organisations have political
goals and criminal organisations have financial ones, both can benefit from sharing

communication links and financial mobility.

Another issue is the persistent effort made by terrorist organisations to use religion as a means
of abusing people and raising money under the pretext of contributions. The use of extremist
ideas to encourage terrorism is not new in nations like Pakistan. For a long time, organisations
like the Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed have been engaged in similar operations. The
prospect that donations meant for the poor and needy in society may instead be used to assist

terrorism has also surfaced as a major problem, in addition to such prohibited organisations.
Actions Against Terror Financing

As terrorism finance has become more significant, national governments and international
organisations like the United Nations and Financial Action Task Force (FATF) have strengthened
their policies, put in place stricter regulations, and closed loopholes that terrorist organisations
were using to their advantage. After 9/11, the international community's efforts gained
momentum. It was the Parliament assault and 26/11 for India. Several efforts that have
enhanced counter-terrorism financial capacity and capabilities were started as a result of these
horrifying tragedies. However, given that terrorism continues to occur on a global scale, much

more work must be done before terrorist funding can be effectively cut off.

Both state and non-state actors might be the target of efforts to stop terrorism financing. It is

crucial to emphasise that the former requires more attention and is harder to stop. Given
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Pakistan's prominence as a state that uses terrorism as state policy while also utilising terrorist

organisations that are outlawed globally, the emphasis of this brief is on the former.

Despite the efforts of international organisations and individual nations, Pakistan continues to
fight a policy of state terrorism not just against India but also against Afghanistan, making it the
most deadly and powerful threat. Pakistan has used every available method to finance terrorism,
from open and unrestricted money collecting by UN-proscribed terrorist leaders to direct
funding by state institutions. They have relied on the drug trade to bring in money. Additionally,
Fake Indian Currency Notes (FICN) have been created in Pakistani state institutions for
distribution into India via a number of channels. Pakistan has utilised commerce unfairly to
generate and move funds to support terrorism. Pakistan's recent removal from the Grey List

(Increased Monitoring) by the FATF may be a sign that it is acting more responsibly as a nation.

But this is quite far from the truth. Pakistan has only fulfilled the obligation of responding to the
urgent concerns voiced by the Asia-Pacific Group, an organisation akin to the FATF that deals
with the area that both Pakistan and India are a part of. This has been accomplished through
altering laws and institutions as well as by showing greater efficacy against terrorist

organisations and their leaders through targeted terrorism prosecution and sentence.

However, such activities show the state's well-honed capacity to run with the hares and hunt
with the hounds in a situation where people have a short shelflife and their goals may be realised
via several proxies, including the Pakistani state. Pakistan’s withdrawal off the Grey List raises
the following questions: Has Pakistan stopped sponsoring terrorism, or have UN-proscribed
actors stopped funding operations on Pakistani soil? Both rhetorical questions have a negative

response.

In response to Pakistan's continued support of terrorism as a matter of state policy, India has
devised a three-pronged strategy. These actions can be categorised as defensive measures, direct
action, and diplomacy. India's diplomatic efforts have been most successful in West Asia, where
allies have contributed to the effort to combat terrorism and its funding. Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates are two prominent instances of this. Another illustration of a coordinated
effort to hold Pakistan accountable for its transgressions is the decision of the United States,
United Kingdom, France, and Germany to nominate Pakistan for its shortcomings in the FATF,
which resulted in its placement in the Grey List. State terrorism and the spotlight on Pakistan

are always brought up in connection with significant international events, whether explicitly or
- - |
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implicitly. As reiterated by Prime Minister Modi when he said, "There should be a code of
conduct to prevent activities like cross-border terrorism and terror financing and also have a
system for their prevention,” this includes organisations like the Shanghai Cooperation

Organization, of which both China and Pakistan are members.

India has started taking active steps to oppose Pakistan's hitherto unopposed use of low
intensity warfare as a means of conflict escalation. Contrary to the past, serious terrorist mishaps
have resulted in punishment on both sides of the Line of Control (LoC). India's objective and red
lines are evident in the actions taken in 2016 following the Uri terror attack and in 2019 at

Balakot.

The benefit of Pakistan's prior volatility was successfully replaced by these measures. The
attacker was placed on the defensive and had to estimate the magnitude and breadth of
upcoming disasters. Therefore, it is not unexpected to see Pakistan refrain from carrying out
significant attacks beyond 2019. Alongside these effective actions along the LoC,
counterterrorism operations have also been carried out successfully elsewhere in the nation,
particularly in Kashmir. The majority of the key terrorist commanders have been effectively
taken out by security forces, and the number and severity of terrorist attacks have steadily

decreased.

India also implemented a number of preventative steps that have improved the effectiveness of
the battle against terrorism and financing, such as bolstering domestic counterterrorism
legislation. The Money Laundering Act and the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act have both
undergone revisions to increase their stipulations. The National Investigation Agency (NIA),
which has effectively led programmes for terrorism-related investigation and punishment, has
developed as a highly specialised organisation. It has gained experience in technically difficult

investigation procedures, such as the forensic analysis of fake money.

The Enforcement Directorate has had equal success seizing the assets and property of terrorist
organisations and people implicated in funding terrorism. Faster justice delivery made possible
by the creation of special courts serves as a deterrence for terrorists and those who assist them.
The Multi Agency Centre’s (MAC) performance has improved at both the Centre and State levels,

which has improved intelligence analysis and information exchange.
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The FATF's worldwide initiatives are designed to stop terrorists from abusing the global
financial system. Numerous attempts have been implemented throughout time, even as terrorist
organisations developed to diversify their funding sources and increase the channels for doing
so. Periodic assessments and the exchange of best practises have strengthened the procedures

and limited wilful departures from them.

FATF recommendations-based efficacy measurements have made it possible to examine nations
like Pakistan more closely. It has compelled Pakistan to outlaw organisations, as well as to charge

and convict terrorist leaders.
Conclusion

While efforts have been made to stop the financing of terrorism, as has been demonstrated
throughout time, these efforts are still insufficient to compel nations like Pakistan to abandon
terrorism as a national strategy. The strategy taken by India and its allies has increased the
diplomatic and financial pressure on Pakistan. However, the financial restrictions on Islamabad
have been loosened as a result of geopolitical interests and conflicting objectives. The battle
against terrorism will not be helped by Pakistan's removal from the FATF Grey List, the US's
restart of military aid, and China's continuous support on international forums to block action

against terrorist organisations operating within the nation.

Terrorism does not respect national identity or physical bounds, according to historical data.
The price of ignoring terrorism or, worse still, encouraging it, as Pakistan has decided to do, has
always been expensive. India has shown that it is willing and ready to face the threat of
terrorism, but sadly, true international collaboration is still a work in progress. Terrorists will
continue to take advantage of the gaps in the broken international strategy until the world

realises how crucial it is to work together to address this threat.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY IN DEVELOPING NATIONS
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Timothy Abayomi Odunayo

Abstract

Environmental sustainability threatens nations; the citizens suffer from health challenges
endangering their lives. Invariably, the unhealthy status of the citizens becomes one of the major
effects of the environmental challenge ravaging developing and underdeveloped countries.
Health-care services are inadequate for the teaming migration to the urban cities and even the
residual population in the rural communities; this has resulted in a high mortality rate in
pregnant women, children and other avoidable deaths of youths due to sickness. Achieving
sustainable development requires an all-inclusive global action to take special care of the
poorest and most vulnerable in society. Therefore, by calling and as a community of faith set to
protect the most vulnerable and be steward of God on earth, the Church should stand up to this
all-inclusive responsibility. There is a need for pro-activeness, self-examination, self-awareness
and education on the Church's part on how to be good caretakers of the precious people handed
over to the Church. The health care initiative by the Church then becomes her contribution to

environmental development and its sustainability.
Keywords: Church, Health-Care, Urban, Environmental Sustainability, Developing Nations

Introduction

Environmental challenge is one of the three dimensions of sustainable development the
world is faced with, especially in countries described to be developing and underdeveloped.
Ecological sustainability is still threatened, with accelerating growth in global greenhouse gas
emissions and biodiversity loss. This indicates people are still living in extreme poverty, and
income inequality is rising within and among these countries. Many suffer from hunger, no
access to improved water supply sources, and health challenges endangering life on the planet
(The World Economic and Social Survey 2013). One significant effect of the environmental
challenges in developing and under-developed nations is the unhealthy status of the citizens.
Health-care services are inadequate for the teaming migration to the urban cities and even the

residual population in the rural communities; this has resulted in a high mortality rate in
|
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pregnant women, children and other avoidable deaths of youths due to sickness. Achieving
sustainable development requires global actions to deliver on the legitimate aspiration towards
further economic and social progress, growth and employment, and at the same time
strengthening environmental protection (Banerjee 2008)

Sustainable development must be inclusive to care for the poorest and most vulnerable.
The Church, by calling and as a community of faith, is to protect the most vulnerable and be the
steward of God on earth. The need for the Church to stand up to this inclusive responsibility calls
for pro-activeness, self-examination, self-awareness and education on how to be good caretakers
of the precious people handed over to the Church (Alokwu, 2013). This has become imperative
as the issue of health-care service has reached a critical level globally. This paper focuses on the
Church's health-care service as a pathway to achieving urban environmental sustainability,
reaching the growing number of urban dwellers to help improve urban environmental
sustainability. The role would significantly boost the efforts to achieve urban sustainable
development, especially in underdeveloped countries where health-care service is essential.
Environmental Sustainability

The term sustainable development, from where the concept of urban sustainability
includes human development, values, and differences in cultures, refers to sustainable human
development as opposed to sustainable development to emphasize issues such as the
importance of gender equality, participation in decision-making processes, and access to
education and health (Mitlin and Satterthwaite 1996). There are many competing and often
contradictory definitions of urban sustainability (Pearce and Watford 1993; Dokun 2008). The
most widely known definition of environmental sustainability comes from the Brundtland
Commission, which defined sustainable environmental development benefits (for instance,
health-care services) in every community meant as development that meets the essentials of the
present generation without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs (United Nations 1987).

Environmental Sustainability refers to the establishment of urban development forms
and processes that are both more environmentally benign (Habitat International 2000), in which
improvement in the quality of human life is achieved in harmony with improving and
maintaining the health of ecological systems, and where a healthy economy's industrial base
supports the quality of both human and environmental systems
(http://www.indigodev.com/Sustain.html). Sustainability is a crucial attribute of high-quality

aid, and the lack of a clear and explicit sustainability strategy will be a significant risk factor in
- -
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all the projected programs or the assistance to render. Invariably, sustainability connotes
continuing benefits after substantial aid from donors, organizations, or the Church has been
completed. This is termed environmentally sustainable development and is strengthened if
environmental issues are considered at all stages of the activity cycle (The Bruntland Report,
1987).

Therefore, environmental sustainability is a process aimed at maximizing ecologically
sustainable development benefits that are ongoing, reviewed and updated as circumstances
change and lessons are learned from experience. Meyers and Muhajir (1997) discussed some
causes of environmental challenges and issues in developing and under-developed countries
below:

i Unemployment: About two-thirds (2/3) of migrants from rural to urban centers
aged between 15-29 years are unemployed. It will be observed that unemployment
harms the environment and its resources, the society and especially the poor
themselves, as this will lead to extreme poverty.

ii. Poverty: High rates of rural migration to urban cities and low economic growth are
causing increased urban poverty. This, in turn, worsens the health status of the people
and eventually exacerbates the health-care service situation, resulting in
environmental pollution.

iii. Environmental Pollution and Degradation: The informal economy of urban
settlements in many developing and underdeveloped nations of the world urban
environments contribute to the degradation of the environment through haphazard
disposal of industrial by-products, poorly constructed residential and workplaces
with large amounts of soil and water pollution; and poorly enforced emissions
regulations for factories and motor vehicles. This has led to other social problems.

iv. Other Social Problems: The challenge of environmental pollution and degradation
has led some to live in slums located in illegal settlements with insufficient housing
and inadequate sanitation are seen as the breeding grounds for socio-menace
problems such as crime, drug addiction, alcoholism and several health problems
(WHO Undated in Alokwu, 2013), which is the concern of this paper.

The Church Health-Care Services towards Health Challenges

In many developing and underdeveloped urban environments, over-populated slums

parade high disease rates due to unsanitary and poor environmental conditions. This affects the

urban population's environmental health system, creating a heavy burden of diseases and
- -
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infections such as malaria, diarrhoea, malnutrition, etc., which could lead to death. However, the
Church views health as the most important of all values and, thus, the essential condition for a
good life (DIFAEM 2010). In addition, health is foremost an issue of being healthy, as opposed to
being sick, which implies biomedical normality, a condition of humans when not having a
diagnosis. A broader perception is that health is about prosperity, well-being, and quality of life
in meaningful relationships among family, friends, neighbours and work colleagues (Maland

2009).

Concerning the Church's mission, the ailment is seen as illness, disease and sickness,
which is of primary concern and requires necessary attention in health and care work. The
World Council of Churches has formulated an alternative perception of health the World Health
Organization as a dynamic state of well-being of individuals and society; of spiritual, physical,
mental, economic, political and social well-being; of being in harmony with one another, with the
material environment and with God (WCC 2010).

Therefore, the Church has seen health as a dynamic experience in relationships to
people's life and God. In this way, the health theme is firmly connected to existential questions,
to foundations of values and the concept of being human and to the expectations for happiness
and the meaning of life (Magezi 2017). Below are illustrations of the services churches
performing through their church membership in community health (World Bank, 2014).

a. Basic Treatment: After training and obtaining resource materials on first aid and primary
treatment of specific illnesses, some trained church members in medical or health ministry
apply the essential treatment on people in the community on first aid basis and in
emergencies. This was particularly prevalent in very communities where health facilities
like clinics were far away and inaccessible because of unmaintained roads.

b. Disease Prevention: Trained church members formed part of the community disease
surveillance teams. Church members were trained to identify symptoms of common
diseases and inform health facility staff if there was a suspected case of particular conditions.
They were also involved in mobilizing community people to immunize their children. This
included partnering with health facilities to identify children who were not vaccinated.

c. Health Promotion: Church members, through formal and informal church programs and
groupings, were involved in health promotion. This included sharing health information to
educate community members on the symptoms of various diseases. They also focused on
harm reduction in community spaces such as homesteads, schools and walkways to prevent

injuries. They led in preventing disease vectors such as mosquitos by clearing tall grasses
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and dirty water dams. Health education included food and nutrition. Families and
community members were educated on a balanced diet.

d. Community Health within a Holistic Framework: In a context with limited health care
facilities, church leaders were trained to train their church members to share the
information with the rest of the community.

However, because of community needs, the Church and community members developed

integrated community care ministries that focused on many other activities such as livelihoods

and income, savings schemes and human rights education. These interventions resulted in

community building (Magezi 2018).

Pathway to Achieving Urban Environmental Sustainability

Magezi (2017) presents the church department and congregational ecology models in
contributing health care services to the communities for environmental sustainability. The
church department refers to denominations with established health and development
departments that are centrally controlled. The churches own and run hospitals that provide the
same medical care services as the government health care centers. The congregational ecology
refers to individual congregations responding to health care needs that organically arise in their
context out of community need. Because of its deep embeddedness in the local grassroots
community, the congregational ecology provides a valuable nexus for churches' contribution to
health care services where community participation is critical (Mati 2013).

The practical role of churches in developing and underdeveloped countries' contexts is
to strengthen the worthwhile contribution to health care services beyond religious and spiritual
contemplation. This includes disease prevention and health promotion, performed mainly by
churches or church volunteers (Foster 2010). There are emergent approaches highlighted below
as pathways to achieving urban environmental sustainability (Magezi 2018):

1. Diffusion of Health Practices

Sociologists explain social diffusion as a process through which cultural knowledge,
practices and materials spread from one social system to another (Crossman (2012). Diffusion
connotes a transportation process in environmental fluid mechanics, which is random and
moves from high-concentration to low-concentration regions with an equilibrium state of
uniform concentration (Karlsruher Institute fiir Technologie [KIT] 2009). This approach is
termed modelling health lifestyle, where the community people copy the health lives of the
church members as examples and request assistance where necessary. The church diffusion

model focuses on developing church members' capacity to improve health. It entails people
[
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changing their health behaviours to improve health; the non-church community members also
learn about these health issues. The Church shares health information, adopts a healthier way of
living, and models’ basic preventive standards of a healthy life for the community to learn and
emulate.
2. Church-Government Human Resource Leverage Approach

The church-government human resource leverage refers to the organic use of existing
relevant human resources to reach communities effectively. This model draws from two realities
of churches and church members in communities. Firstly, church members are community
people with a community/family role. Secondly, church members possess different expertise
and skills. A combination of community roles and particular expertise provides some
spontaneous responses that are an organic approach. Therefore, the trained church members'
knowledge, expertise and skills from different backgrounds will be harnessed and used in their
areas of strength in communities. Most of the lead health program facilitators could be nurses
already working with the Ministry of Health and performing the role under the church health
program creating a solid link between the church health project and government health
ministries for project sustainability (Kirunga, Ogwal & Peter 2007). This approach integrates the
church health program into Church and community life spaces; it becomes part of ongoing
community activities, which ensures wider reach. Furthermore, this will strengthen the integrity
of the health project and, consequently, the church health program.

3. Church Member Cluster - Community Reach Model

This model entails having the trained medical officers in the Church as trainers of trainers
to share the information with other Church-trained members in other communities. The church
members formed clusters based on geographical convenience, training other volunteer church
members; the health information charts will be given to the clusters' program coordinator.
Cluster members will use the flipcharts to reach community members, which facilitation tools
and information reference resources. The health information charts were accessible and
constantly used as a reference resource to empower corps members to confidently share health
information in the community (Magezi 2017). However, this approach will reduce the lifespan
of the health flipcharts; if they are poorly and unsafely kept in some homes, they should be held
securely in the church offices. This approach could also increase health information 'content
inaccuracy' if some members would not adequately competent to respond to some questions
asked.

4. Church Health Activities as a Government Extension Model
'
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This approach entails integrating church health activities into the government Ministry
of Health, utilizing a local health care center in the community as the driver. The church health
programs, therefore, function as an extension of government health services. The program takes
off from the community health center by holding meetings on health-related issues; Church
health volunteers report to the clinic staff, and church community outreach will be conducted
based on timetables and activities of the local clinic (James 2009). Training of church volunteers
will be done mainly by professional health staff at the center. At the same time, these activities
will be conducted in the format of the Ministry of Health as prescribed by community health
workers.

5. Holistic Health and Community Transformation Model

This approach encourages the church membership to develop skills for people in the
community for holistic and positive living. The Church is the center of information sharing and
exchange on emerging issues and other community challenges on proper awareness of health-
related problems. The Church brings up health communication projects to create space for
community people to meet, relate and strengthen relationships in places difficult to access and
with no close-by health facility (Zvobgo 1986). Health flipcharts and other pictorial materials
provided an opportunity and glue for people to participate in church health care activities; it also
offered a practical life dimension that strengthened members' togetherness as they applied
lessons from health. The health flipchart meetings and other projects strengthened cohesion by
implementing community interventions addressing community needs.

6. Integration and Interrelatedness of the Models

Integration of all the models occurs as an emphasis in different communities
unintentionally to reinforce each other. It shows the reality of church health care practices in
community development initiatives; these reflect the practical outworking of church
interventions at the grassroots level and indicate the complexity of implementing community
health care interventions (Green et al. 2002). These models could be both systematic and
unsystematic. Still, its application shows that church communities' focus was central to the work.
It is a fundamental tenet of health care service-programmes that will prevent diseases, promote
health, enhance population health and develop the community holistically as health work
extends to other community issues.

Recommendations for Effective Church Health Care Environmental Sustainability
The role and contribution of churches in health care services cannot be disputed. This role varies

from establishing and managing large Christian hospitals to rural church communities on
- -
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different health information and prevention schemes. However, the following are recommended
for effective church-driven health programs for environmental sustainability (WHO 2014):

The church leadership should focus on individual church members, targeted groups
within the church organizations and interested members in the community where the Church is
located for empowerment. The Church should create opportunities for abilities and skills
development in interested people, offering training and mentorship to strengthen the
community's interest in health care service. The people's full potential will be developed,
understanding and knowledge will be enhanced, confidence will be built commitment will
increase in health-care practices (Magezi 2017).

The church leadership should elaborate the concept of health care culture and value
through an emotional and spiritual relationship between the Christian organizations and the
community members by building trust, respect, admiration and commitment to healthy
practices and lifestyles. Christian organizations should organize orientation and enlightenment
programs to educate each community at different levels, to understand and internalize the vision
and values of health care services and healthy lifestyle into every community (James 2009),

Church leadership should implement a plan to achieve targeted health care agenda and
strategic plans for community health projects. This is done through strategic visioning and
mission towards environmental health care services in the church community development
planning. Health care service should be embedded as a mission project targeting the unreached
people group, bringing and sustaining development within the community (Marafa n.d.).

Church leaders should influence and create the willingness of followers, interested
groups, community leaders and members, and non-governmental organizations to work in
collaboration for the achievement of health care objectives of the government for developmental
sustainability. The church leadership should set clear goals for the sustainability of the health
care services creating high expectations from the people by encouraging people and providing
support and recognition, stirring the emotions and passions of people, and getting people to look
beyond personal interests to achieve the developmental goal (Green, et, al. 2002).

The Church is responsible for meeting the spiritual, emotional and physical well-being of
the members in every community location; therefore, churches should play a fundamental role
in encouraging and sustaining healthy lifestyles within the community, and this should be done
by constantly promoting nutritional lifestyle programs and ensuring compliance to healthy

living tips as individuals, families and community. Organizing medical check-ups ensure prompt

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________|
VOL.01 ISSUE 02 JUL-SEP 2023 ISSN: 2960-0014 36



€A
EDUPHORILA @

ICERT

attendance among church members, which could also be extended to the members of the
community (Foster 2010). This will create sustainability consciousness within the society.
Conclusion
The Church is saddled with the all-inclusive global responsibility of holistic well-being of
God's creatures on earth, which is her contribution to environmental development
sustainability. The health care service initiatives, Basic treatment, Disease prevention, Health
promotion and Community health within a holistic framework stand as the response to the
community members. However, the Diffusion of health practices, Church-Government human
resource leverage approach, Church member cluster-Community reach model, Church health
activities as government extension model, Holistic health and community transformation model
and Integration and interrelatedness of the models are presented as Church's emergent practical
approach to achieve the urban environmental sustainability. Moreover, it is recommended that
Churches should empower individuals and groups in the community, internalize health care
value into all Christian organizations, encourage targeted community health care projects,
motivate stakeholders to achieve collective health-care objectives of the government and
encourage all to sustain community healthy lifestyle, then the church-driven health-care
programs will effectively maintain environmental development.
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Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, the architect of the Indian Constitution, was not only a
social reformer but also a thinker in the field of economics. He strongly believed that
economic development was crucial for the upliftment of the marginalized sections of
society. His economic ideas were rooted in his deep understanding of the social and

economicinequalities prevalent in Indian society.

One of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's most important contributions to economics was
his critique of capitalism. He believed that capitalism perpetuated inequality and
exploitation, benefiting only a small section of society. He argued that the concentration of
wealth and power in the hands of a few resulted in the marginalization of the poor and
disadvantaged. Therefore, he advocated for a socialist economic system that would promote

equality and social justice.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar emphasized the importance of agriculture in the Indian
economy. He believed that the agricultural sector was the backbone of the Indian economy
and that the key to economic development was through agricultural reforms. He proposed
several measures to improve agricultural productivity, such as land reforms, irrigation
projects, and rural credit systems. He believed that these measures would not only increase

agricultural production but also provide employment opportunities to the rural poor.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was a staunch advocate of labor rights. He believed that
workers should be given fair wages, working conditions, and social security benefits. He
proposed labor laws that would protect the rights of workers and ensure their well-being.
He also stressed the importance of education and skill development for workers to improve

their economic prospects.
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Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was also a proponent of monetary policy as a tool for
economic development. He proposed measures to stabilize the currency and control
inflation, such as the establishment of a central bank and the adoption of a gold standard.

He believed that sound monetary policy was crucial for economic stability and growth.

In conclusion, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's economic ideas were shaped by his
commitment to social justice and equality. His ideas and principles continue to inspire
policymakers and economists around the world. He believed that economic development
should not be pursued at the cost of the marginalized and disadvantaged sections of society,
and that true economic progress could only be achieved through a just and equitable

economic system.
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Gandhi Mission, University, Aurangabad, Maharashtra, India
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Abstract

Recent fuel subsidy removal by the Federal Government of Nigeria, as part of policy reforms, is
expected to impact the economy with a wide range of manifestations through its effects on the
transport cost and spillover effects of transport cost on agriculture and food value-chain. As a
palliative, the Government has borrowed $800 million from the World Bank for direct cash
transfer to 12 million vulnerable households. Students are part of the vulnerable groups and are
knowledgeable about the working of the economy. The study examines the perceptions of
students studying agriculture in selected tertiary institutions in Lagos State. One hundred
twenty undergraduate students of agriculture in various universities within Lagos state were
purposively selected for the study. The questionnaire used in eliciting information was
structured into three constructs of seven items each. Analysis was done using Descriptive
statistics such as frequency, percentages, mean and standard deviation. The results showed that
the majority (63%) of the participants were male, between ages 20 and 25 years (90%) and
resided in the rural area (51%). The descriptives analysis of the perceptions of agriculture
students showed that participants agreed with all the items of the sustainability construct and

almost all the items of inclusivity but only three of the materiality constructs.

Key Words: Fuel subsidy, Cash transfer, Students’ perceptions, Lagos, Nigeria.

Introduction

Fuel subsidies are a form of government intervention to reduce the cost of fuel by providing
direct financial support to oil companies and, as such, subsidise the product to consumers. Fuel
subsidies began in the 1970s and became institutionalised in 1977, following the promulgation

of the Price Control Act, which made it illegal for some products (including petrol) to be sold
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above the regulated price (PWC, 2023). While the concept of subsidy itself is noble, its
administration in Nigeria has been plagued with severe allegations of corruption and
mismanagement. Consequently, various Nigerian Government regimes have attempted to
remove or reduce subsidies in the past, but these efforts have often been met with public outcry
and protests. This is because an average household in Nigeria depends on subsidised by-
products of crude oil such as petrol and kerosene for domestic and commercial use. This
dependence is not helped either, as the public electricity supply from the power holding
company (PHCN) is epileptic. Almost every home and business are powered by generators
through subsidised petrol. Small businesses, such as hotels, barbers, welders, farmers,
hairdressers, pepper sellers, and private and Government hospitals, all rely on subsidised fuel.
Gasoline, Premium Motor Spirit (PMS) or fuel as it is typically called in Nigeria, is the second
most used product after food in Nigeria. Whenever fuel prices go up, other sectors of the
economy are affected. This is because transport cost for essential services goes up, creating a
multiplier effect on the economy; the ripples are felt even in rural areas. The movement of
agricultural products from one place to another depends on the transport sub-sector, causing a
rise in the prices of products and services in society, especially in the market. Critical
components of basic needs indicators such as food, housing, clothing and health are affected as
access to them becomes costly. The issue remains highly contentious, and any subsidy removal

decision is met with support and opposition.

It has been opined that Fuel subsidy removal benefits Nigerians as it will stimulate economic
development. The huge fund hitherto used to pay for subsidies will become available to the
Government to develop the much-needed infrastructure in the country, especially in the health
care, education and transport sectors. Conversely, the Removal of subsidies will lead to an
increase in transportation costs, prices of food and other related products while household
income remains the same for some households (Umeji & Eleanya, 2021). This will result in a fall
in the real income of the poor households, increasing the poverty level in the country, thereby
worsening the poor standard of living of the people. Overall, fuel subsidy removal effects are
enormous and harsh on the economy and the people. As a palliative, the Government has
borrowed $800 million from the World Bank for direct cash transfer to 12 million vulnerable
households. Students are part of the vulnerable groups and are knowledgeable about the

working of the economy. The currency of fuel subsidy removal and attendant economic hardship
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that pervade the clime is the motivation behind this study. This study examined student
perceptions of fuel subsidy removal and cash transfer as palliative.

Purpose/Objective of the Study

In a situation of dire economic realities owing to the removal of fuel subsidies, it is pertinent to
know the views or opinions of agriculture students on the palliative cash transfer proposed by
the Government of the day. Specifically, the study examines Agriculture students’ perceptions of
palliative cash transfer in response to fuel subsidy removal.

Methodology

One hundred and twenty undergraduates of agriculture programmes were purposively selected
from Universities in Lagos states to form the sample for this study. The questionnaire for the
study was designed and structured to elicit information on three constructs, namely, Materiality,
Inclusivity and Sustainability concerns of the palliative cash transfer. Each construct has seven
items. Information on socio-economics was also collected. A close-ended five-point Likert scale
(1 = strongly disagreed; 2 = disagreed; 3 = neutral; 4 = agreed; 5 = strongly agreed), which
facilitates the participants' understanding, was used to elicit participants' opinions on each item.
According to Brace (2004), asking closed-ended questions is the best way to discover beliefs,
behaviour, views, and perceptions. Data were analysed using descriptive statistics such as
percentages, frequency, means and standard deviation. A mean greater than 2.5 indicates that
most participants supported that opinion or view.

Results and Discussion

Socio-Economics Characteristics of Participants

The socio-economics characteristics of participants are summarised in Table 1. The Table shows
76 (63%) out of the 120 agriculture students were male, as against 44 (37%) females. Most of
them (90%) were between the ages of 21 to 25 years. More than half (51%) indicated that they

reside in the rural area, while only 30% reside in the urban area.

Table 1. Socioeconomic profile of the sample respondents (N = 120).

Variables/Categories Frequency %
Gender

Male 76 63
Female 44 37
Age
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Below 20 5 4
21-25 108 90
26 to 30 7 6
Residence
Rural 61 51
Suburban 29 19
Urban 50 30
University/Institution
LASUED, Epe 50 41.6
LASUSTECH, Ikorodu 50 41.6
UNIBEN (Affiliated), Akoka 20 16.7
Father’s Occupation
Government Employee 19 16
Self-Employed 10 8
Farmer 27 23
Unemployed 13 11
Others 50 42
Mother’s Occupation
Government Employee 8 7
Self-Employed 66 55
Unemployed 30 25
Others 16 13
Average Family Income (Monthly)

Below 10,000 - 20,000 49 41.0
20,000 - 30,000 37 31.0
30,000 - 50,000 24 20.0
More than 50,000 10 8.0

Forty-seven per cent of the agriculture students indicated that their fathers engaged in public

service (16%), self-employment (8%) and farming (23%) as their occupations or means of

livelihood. 11% indicated that their fathers were unemployed. This group of students would be

very vulnerable to the adverse economic effects of fuel subsidies.
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Perceptions of Agriculture Students on Palliative Cash Transfer in response to Fuel
subsidy removal

Table 2 shows agriculture students’ responses or perceptions on palliative cash transfer in
response to fuel subsidy removal in Nigeria. As the Table shows, agriculture students agreed
with three out of the seven items of the materiality construct. Specifically, they agreed that
palliative cash transfer directly impacts individuals' purchasing power, allowing them to meet
immediate needs such as food, healthcare, education, and transportation (M=2.51; SD=+1.33).
This is confirmed by their perceptive agreement that cash transfers are particularly significant
for vulnerable populations who may lack access to other forms of financial support. (M=3.54;
SD=%4.21); and reflected in their agreement with the opinion that it is significant in promoting
social justice and equity, ensuring that individuals impacted by fuel subsidy removal have access
to essential resources and opportunities (M=2.52; SD=+0.47). However, they could not agree
with other items of the materiality construct, as shown by their means below 2.5. For instance,
they could not agree with the opinion that Its impact will extend beyond immediate
consumption, supporting local businesses and stimulating economic activity within
communities (M=1.57; SD=2.47) because the proposed cash amount (¥8,000) is paltry judging

by the realities of the economy.

Table 2. Agriculture Students' Perception of Palliative cash Transfer

Construct Items N Mean SD

Materiality It directly impacts individuals' purchasing 120 2.51 1.33
power, allowing them to meet immediate
needs such as food, healthcare, education,

and transportation.

It alleviates socioeconomic burdens and 120 2.00 1.22
contributes to a sense of stability and security

within affected households.
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Its impact extends beyond immediate 120 1.57 241

consumption, supporting local businesses
and stimulating community economic

activity.

Cash transfers have material implications for 120 2.12 1.33

poverty reduction and social welfare.

Cash transfers are vital in mitigating the 120 2.43 1.51
potential negative impacts on beneficiaries’

overall quality of life.

Cash transfers are particularly significant for 120 354 421
vulnerable populations who may lack access

to other forms of financial support.

Itis significantin promoting social justiceand 120 2.52 047
equity, ensuring that individuals impacted by
fuel subsidy removal have access to essential

resources and opportunities.
Inclusivity

Palliative cash transfer provides financial 120 1.80 2.33
support to individuals and families from
diverse socioeconomic backgrounds who are

affected by fuel subsidy removal.
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It reaches marginalised and vulnerable 120 197 3.22

populations who may face heightened
financial hardships due to fuel subsidy

removal.

The inclusivity of cash transfers depends on 120 3.88 4.21
the design and implementation of the
program, ensuring that proper mechanisms
are in place to identify and reach those most

in need.

The inclusivity of cash transfers should 120 4.00 1.23
encompass consideration for the diverse
needs and circumstances of different
population groups, such as women, children,
elderly individuals, and people with
disabilities, to ensure equitable access to and

utilisation of the funds.

Inclusive cash transfer programmes should 120 4.00 2.27
prioritise transparency and accountability,
ensuring that the beneficiary selection and
distribution process is fair, impartial, and

discrimination-free.

The inclusivity of cash transfers is enhanced 120 4.00 1.44
when there is clear communication and

engagement with stakeholders, allowing for
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their active participation, feedback, and input

in the program design and implementation.

Cash transfers should extend beyond 120 4.00 1.07
immediate relief, promoting long-term

resilience and empowerment.
Sustainability

Palliative cash transfers can provide short- 120 3.73 2.00
term relief, but sustainability concerns arise
if they are not accompanied by long-term
strategies to address the root causes of the

hardships caused by fuel subsidy removal.

The sustainability of cash transfer programs 120 2.74 1.67
depends on the availability of sufficient

financial resources and revenue generation.

Sustainable outcomes of cash transfer 120 2.53 1.73
require complementary measures such as
investments in education, healthcare,
employment opportunities, and social

protection systems.

The sustainability of cash transfer programs 120 391 3.24
can be enhanced through transparent and
efficient delivery mechanisms that prioritise

inclusivity, = accountability, and  the
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identification of beneficiaries based on

genuine needs.

The involvement of local communities, civil 120 3.74 1.33
society organisations, and relevant
stakeholders in the planning,
implementation, and monitoring of cash
transfer programmes can enhance their
sustainability by ensuring local ownership

and accountability.

A comprehensive approach to sustainability 120 4.00 2.00
involves addressing the structural issues that
underpin the need for fuel subsidies, such as
promoting renewable energy sources, energy
efficiency, and transitioning to a more

sustainable and equitable energy system.

The sustainability of cash transfer 120 392 245
programmes requires careful evaluation and
monitoring, allowing for adjustments and
adaptations based on feedback, changing

needs, and emergent challenges.

On inclusivity of the palliative cash transfer, participants believed that inclusivity of cash
transfers depends on the design and implementation of the program, ensuring that proper
mechanisms are in place to identify and reach those who are most in need(M=3.88; SD=%+4.21)
and that inclusivity of cash transfers should encompass consideration for the diverse needs and

circumstances of different population groups, such as women, children, elderly individuals, and
[
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people with disabilities, to ensure equitable access to and utilisation of the funds(M=4.0;
SD=+1.23) and that Inclusive cash transfer programmes should prioritise transparency and
accountability, ensuring that the process of beneficiary selection and distribution is fair,
impartial, and free from discrimination (M=4.0; SD=+2.27). This opinion reflects their strong
agreement that the inclusivity of cash transfers is enhanced when there is clear communication
and engagement with stakeholders, allowing for their active participation, feedback, and input
in the program design and implementation (M=4.0; SD=+1.44). They also strongly agreed that
cash transfers should extend beyond immediate relief, promoting long-term resilience and
empowerment. On the sustainability of the cash transfer, Participants strongly agreed with all
the items of the construct.

Conclusions

The study has revealed some concerns in the participants' perceptions of palliative cash transfer
in response to fuel subsidy removal in Nigeria. To address these concerns, it is crucial to
integrate palliative cash transfers within a broader framework that promotes long-term
sustainability, fosters economic empowerment, supports targeted social protection measures,
encourages sustainable consumption practices, and invests in capacity building for self-reliance
and resilience.

Careful monitoring, evaluation, and adaptive policy adjustments are essential to ensure that
palliative cash transfer programmes contribute to sustainable outcomes, inclusive growth, and

the overall well-being of individuals and families affected by fuel subsidy removal.
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India’s Defence and Security in 21st Century

Dr. Sugandha, Asst. Prof. (Political Science), S. S. Jain Subodh College of Global Excellence,

Jaipur

Abstract of Article

This article aims to discuss India's defence and security challenges using various models from
political science and international relations. It examines Gandhi's views and applies
quintessential to address major challenges in the 21st century. Global threats are becoming
increasingly dangerous, with India's major concerns being oil, natural gas, and technology
transfer. India also has an interest in the Indian Ocean for security, trade, and commerce. The
speed of threat intensifies, and India's major concerns include the Middle East, Central Asia, and

Afghanistan.

Theoretical Frame Work

India's security is primarily threatened by potential adversaries, and Gandhi's non-
violence idea has significantly impacted its defence policy. After India's independence, the focus
shifted to economic development and fighting poverty, hunger, and diseases. The country
implemented a Planning Commission to determine poverty levels and allocate resources.
Gandhi's freedom movement, which led to India's independence, was influenced by Nehru's
idealism and active involvement in international politics. The 21st century presents new
challenges, and India must make progress in formulating long-term policies to defend its

sovereignty and unity.

The global and regional security environment has undergone significant transformations,
requiring a complete re-evaluation of national security. The significance of economy, regional
integration, and strategic partnerships may have wider implications for India's national security
and the security of other nations in the new international order. The concern of this article is to
focus on the major critical challenges for example, China’s presence in South Asia, Afghanistan,

and withdrawal of US forces from Afghanistan by 2014.

China’s containment of India
The rising power of China as a global leader is a serious concern to India. China’s
increasing military, economic industrial power in Asia as well as China’s strategic partnership
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with Pakistan and Sri Lanka and development activities in Nepal raises a matter of great anxiety
to India. According to one scholar “It will expand its military footprint across the globe, much
like that of other great power. Secondly, China’s activities behaviour in South Asia by building
ports in Bangladesh at Chittagaong and in Sri Lanka at Hambantota. China is expanding its
presence in the Indian Ocean. Mr. Harsh Pant writes that “China is protecting and enhancing its
interest in the Indian Ocean region. It might produce scepticism in Indian strategic circles, which

might sharpen the dilemma between the two Asian giants i.e., India and China.

India's interest in the Indian Ocean stems from its transportation of petroleum products.
To protect trade and economic interests, India must re-evaluate its strategic interests and closely
monitor China's ship stationing in the Indian Ocean. Vigilance is crucial to maintain international

trade and export interests. It will increase a serious conflict between India and China.l

Why is Iran important for India’s national security?

1. India imports oil from the Middle East, crucial for its economic, trade, investment, and
strategic interests. Maintaining strong ties with countries like Iran, Iran, Kuwait, and Saudi
Arabia, India strengthens its ties. The Middle East region constituting 60% of its oil which is
crucial for India’s energy security.lii

2. India's strategic competitor, Pakistan, has tarnished its global image, particularly in
the Muslim world. To counter Pakistan's influence, India has adopted cautious
policies in the Middle East and Gulf region.

3. India entered a $25 billion tripartite oil pipe agreement with Iran and Pakistan,
despite security threats. The US opposes the deal and calls for its cancellation. Hillary
Clinton urged India to reduce Iran's oil imports in 2012. Indian leaders, including
former External Affairs Minister S.M. Krishna, refused, arguing that India's national
interests were paramount. This boosted India's image and boosted America's image,
as India provided full support without supporting America's trade sanctions on Iran.V

4. India’s-USA has long staying partnership with USA and America expects from India’s

to support its policy in Iran which American perception is anti- US stance.
Former foreign secretary Shyam Saran believes that China may prefer Pakistan's

dominated Taliban regime for its interest in Afghanistan. He believes India needs to craft a
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strategy to maintain a strong presence in the country, as China may see Pakistan as a better

opportunity for pursuing its interests.

The US's rise after World War II transformed international politics, leading to the first
nuclear bomb explosion in 1945. Gandhi and Nehru urged leaders to abandon nuclear weapons
for peace. The Soviet Union's nuclear test in 1949 broke the US nuclear monopoly, leading to the
Five Nuclear States (P-5) and Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). The NPT was signed in
1970 and implemented for 25 years, but India did not sign it for various reasons.

1. InIndian perception the treaty is discriminated in nature.
2. The treaty is inherently defective.
3. For national security reasons, India required to conduct the Nuclear Test in light of
the threat from China and Pakistan to India’s national security i.e., India’s threat

perceptions are based on China and Pakistan.

China's post-cold war policy focuses on establishing new relationships with Southeast
Asian countries, gaining power and influence. Despite America's withdrawal, China continues to
sell weapons to Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia, and engages in diplomacy to cultivate

economic, trade, security, and strategic ties with ASEAN member nations."

Nuclear Deal

In his article "Indo-US nuclear deal and Indian nuclear policy," Lalit Mansingh discusses
three options for India's nuclear policy. The first is to pursue the Nehruvian goal of abolishing
nuclear weapons, if not successful, securing a guarantee from major powers against nuclear
attack. If not, India may explore the ultimate option of arming itself with nuclear weapons.
Mansing emphasizes that nuclear security or national security can be assured when major
powers like America provide a guarantee against nuclear attack. He believes that India would
never make a bomb if a full guarantee were given. Geo-psychology is crucial in analyzing the

motivations of ruling elites.vii

Narendra Sisodia, former director general of the Institute of Defence Studies and Analysis,
emphasized the importance of state security, economic development, health, and education. He
also highlighted the acute electricity shortage in Pakistan and India. The speakers agreed that

Pakistan remains India's main foe due to psychological issues and the need to normalize
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relations. India is prepared to address bilateral problems, including Kashmir, which has

deteriorated since 1947.

India’s newly emerging Relations with Russia

India's trusted friend, the Soviet Union, provided security through the 1971 Treaty of
Peace, Friendship, and Cooperation. After the Soviet Union's collapse, Russia continued military
supply to India, while India sought weapons from the USA. Russia provided the Gorshkov aircraft
carrier, INS Vikramaditya, while India developed a defence relationship with the US. However,
India's strategic partnership with America may negatively impact the New Delhi-Moscow
relationship, as some scholars believe it would harm India's national interest due to its need for

a strong friendship with Russia.

1. India needs Russian support to its permanent membership of Security Council.
2. India and Russia are the closest friends in the world of interdependence which

require mutual understanding and cooperation.

In this context, it should be noted that China and Russia have close strategic nexus which

might side-line other major powers.Viii

Challenges
India has been facing many challenges internal and external frontsi, for see the figure

below. Some crucial challenges are discribe as below -

e Lack of domestic production in defence sector

e Lack of light aircraft

e In compagision to China we have inadiquate number of fighter air craft
e Lack of spare parts, for which India has depend on external countries

e China defence budjet is 3 times more than that of India.

India's defence budget will be increased to meet potential emergencies, as the New Delhi
government announced in July 2014, increasing FDI in defence from 26% to 49%.* Though

defence procurement is to be looked into from different angles for two reasons-

e America has been taking keen interest in transferring latest weaponry to India

which was not possible during the Cold War era.x
" -
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e Indian scholars and American scholars support the need for modernizing India's
defences to achieve self-reliance and strengthen security. Raju G. C. Thomas
emphasizes the importance of internal and external measures to modernize

India's defences.

THREATS
|
[ |
INTERNAL EXTERNAL
Religious China's Agressive
fundamantalism Behavior (1962 War)
Pak Agression against
Terriorisum [—India (1947, 1965, 1971 &
Kargil in 1991)
Ultra-nationalism — Global Terror
Regionalism [—— Proxy war by Pakistan
Shikh Haisna's Statment
Pluralism [— on Tista river aggrement
(2011)
linflaction, Market Land Border Aggrement
economy (2011) India-Bangladesh
100 % Privatization of o .
infrastructure China's I;f()l!cy of Pearl
development ring
Modi government
announced FDI in — Napal's maoism
defence sector of 49%

Figure 1: Threats faced by India

In order to explain the multiple challenges to India’s defence security policy, It is

Defence

Procurement important to highlight
Vigilance them, as shown in the
Forward Area
Indegenous model is being produce
Afforts
below -

Figure 2 : Multiple Challenges to India’s Defence Security Policy
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Domestic Challenges

India faces numerous external and internal issues, leading to internal conflicts. Poverty,
unemployment, and hunger are prevalent issues, with people fighting for better living standards.
Villagers struggle to improve their lives, while political parties prioritize their welfare. Despite

these challenges, there is no clear solution to these conflicts.

Over 60 years, India has faced numerous problems, including poverty and religious
conflicts. The Modi government, based on Hindu ideology, may not be adequate to address global
and regional challenges. The recent visit of the Chinese President to India in September 2014
serves as a reminder that India should be realist like China, as China has been violating Indian
boarders while India has not asked President Jinping to engage in a skirmish. Future research

should consider these factors to determine the root causes of the country's poor conditions.

Pakistan, a significant factor since 1947, has been causing problems for India. Prime
Minister Modi has warned Pakistan to stay away from India's internal matters, but Pakistan does
not take it seriously. The ongoing border fighting and daily soldier deaths further exacerbate the
situation. The Pakistani army is also against India, and no progress has been made to improve
relations between the two countries. In September 2014, Pakistan violated the ceasefire line
more than a dozen times. Lashkar-e-Toiba Chief Sayed Hafiz has been challenging the Modi
government, which has asked Pakistan to take swift action to improve its image and the peace
process between Islamabad and New Delhi. At the T.V, channel of India on 16t September 2014,
the Dawn auditor including a few other journalists said in a replied to Indian participant that

Pakistan is a nuclear power fully capable of meeting any threat spring from India.xii

The caste system in India poses a significant challenge to communal harmony and peace.
Government decisions are based on caste, leading to job inequalities and internal conflicts
between different classes. This system also creates bedrock between different classes, with
politicians responsible for internal struggles and power dynamics. Communities have reported
issues with the system, but these efforts have not led to progress. Poverty, hunger, and diseases
are significant issues that hinder progress and prosperity. Politicians must address these issues

to ensure the country's progress in all fields, without political interference. Human activity is
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limited to big cities, and global security is closely linked to national security. The proliferation of

nuclear weapons and missiles threatens global security.

Aljazeera explains the Middle East conflicts as psychodynamic, and the Indian
government faces the challenge of introducing innovative projects to ensure its security. These
projects include acquiring new weapon systems. Camilleri argues that global geopolitics and
norms guide the organization of a fragmented world, and Western triumphalism and civilization
clashes are unlikely to provide an effective basis for world order. Security is a comprehensive

concept that includes eco, social, cultural, and psychological aspects.

i See Manas Chattergi and BM Jain, Conflict and Peace in South Asia, Emerald publishing, London,
2008, Pg. 231-248.

il For detail see Strategic Analysis, Vol.36, No. 3, May-June 2012.

iii For this part of discussion See - Journal of Third World Studies, Vol. XXVII, No. 2, 2010.

v For a detail study of this part see B.M. Jain, Global Power: India’s Foreign Policy, Lexington
Books, Lanham, MD 2008.

v See Business Standard, 15th, September 2010.

viIbid. pp 51-52.

vii For a critique of the potency of geo- psychology dimension see B.M. Jain, India in the New South
Asia, Chapter 1, London, IB Tauris, 2010, The South Asian edition, 2011, Viva Publishers, New
Delhi, 2011.

viii See Janne. L Wilson, Strategic Partners: Russian Chinese relation in the past Soviet Era, New
York: ME, 2004.

ix In this regard see Prem Manadevam, “The Politics of counterterrorism in India”, IB Tauris,
London, 2012.

x See Times of India, 24 July 2014.

xi For see Raju G.C Thomas, Indian Security Policy, Princeton University Press, Princeton, New
Jersey, 1986.

xii News T.V. Channel New Delhi, 8Pm- 8.30 Pm, 16 September 2014, One of India’s panelists
replied sarcastically, “India is a huge power in every sense capable of meeting any threat from

Pakistan”.
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4. Workshop on “Empowerment of Indian Women in 21st Century: Dynamics and

Dimensions” at S. S. Jain Subodh PG Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Jaipur on 30 October 2012.
5. TSTEATS f@wcl Iy el SanrT AT TSTEUTT TETeh Id H TSET FINSS

H 22-24 sAgFa 2012 S #A1eT form|

6. UGC sponsored National Seminar on “Role of Urbanization in the Context of Futuristic
Socio-Economic Development” at Shri Khandelwal Vaish PG Girls College, Jaipur on 03
October, 2013.

7. UGC & RIICO Sponsored National Seminar on “Environmental Impact Assessment:
Issues, Significance & Challenges” at Kanoria PG Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Jaipur on 06-
07 December, 2013.

8. UGC sponsored National Seminar on “Society, Polity & Economy in Contemporary
India” at Kanoria PG Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Jaipur on 24-25 January 2014.

9. National Seminar on Environment Studies Issues and Sustainable Development
(EISD-2022), organized by S. S Jain Subodh College of Global Excellence on 26t March
2022.

10. International webinar on “Education for Sustainability” organized by ICERT on June,
25t 2022. This webinar was a part of UNESCO’s movement towards Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD), Education for Health and Well-being and Global
Citizenship Education (GCED).
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The Trends of Commercial Exploitation exist in Patent and Intellectual Property Rights

Ms. Lopamudra Chowdhury

Intellectual Property has increasingly assumed a vital role with the rapid pace of Technological,
scientific and medical innovations that we are
witnessing today. Moreover, changes in the Global
Economic Environment have influenced the
development of business models where
intellectual property is a central element

establishing value and potential growth.

In today’s world, the abundant supply of goods
and services on the markets has made life very challenging for any business, big or small, in its
on-going quest to remain ahead of competitors in this environment, every business strives to
create new and improved products that will deliver greater value to users and customers than
the product offered by competitors.

To differentiate their products a prerequisite for success in to-day’s markets businesses rely on
innovations that reduce production costs and / or improve product quality. The TRIPS (Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights) Agreement aims at protecting Intellectual
Property Rights and rewarding creativity and inventiveness. Aticle-7 of the TRIPS Agreement
states its objectives as ‘The Protection and Enforcement of Intellectual Property Rights should
contribute to the promotion of technology innovation and to the transfer and dissemination of
technology, to the mutual advantages of producers and users of technology and in a manner
conductive to social and economic welfare and to a balance of rights and obligations.

Article 27.2 provision read follows: “Members may exclude from patentability inventions, the
prevention within their territory of commercial exploitation of which is necessary to protect
order, public or morality including to protect human, animal or plant life or health or to avoid
serious prejudice to the environment”.

TRIPS consist of seven parts ranging from Patents, Trade Marks and Copy Right to maintenance
of confidential information. The seven parts of TRIPS:

A. Patent.
[
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Copy right.
Trade Mark.

Industrial Designs.
Geographical Indications.

Integrated Circuits.

© m Mm99 0O W

Undisclosed Information.

AWTO Member is obligated to grant a minimum degree of Patent Protection to any product or
process that qualify the criteria of inventiveness, novelty and usefulness. The Patent holders has
the right to stop any one from making, using, selling or importing the patented product obtained
from patented process without his consent.

The Agreement sets minimum IPR standards and leaves members free to determine the
appropriate method of implementing them in their own legal systems and practices. Transfer of
Technology is a hot issue at WTO. Technology deficient developing countries are quite vocal on
transfer of technology from MNCs of developed countries.

However, developed countries do not seen to be interested in sharing technology /know how
with developing countries as they do not want their monopoly on cutting edge technology
broken. After all, it is technological superiority that gives MNCs the competitive edge over
domestic firms. The field of Intellectual Property is expanding very fast and for which new
creative idea to be protected under Intellectual Property Rights.

There are many similarities in the law relating to different branches of Intellectual Property in
regard to the nature of the Property, the mode of its aquasitation, the nature of rights conferred,
the commercial exploitation of those rights, the enforcement of those rights and the remedy
available against infringement of those rights etc. The Law of Intellectual Property based on
certain basic concepts. The Concept of Patent Law is novelty and inventive step, Design Law is
based on originality or novelty of the design. The Trade Mark Law is based on the concept of
distinctiveness, similarity of marks and similarity of goods and copy right is based on the
concepts of originality.

The contribution of Intellectual Property to the economic and cultural development of a country
is substantial. The piracy of Intellectual Property has become international in character. This is
particularly important in case of Copy Right. The International characters of Intellectual
Property is recognized in the various International Conventions for the protection of such
property such as “Berne Convention “, “Universal Copy Right Convention” and India has also a

member of those convention.
I
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Intellectual Property law is one of the fastest growing branches of law today all over the world.
Broadcasting, cable casting and telecasting rights are some new branches of Intellectual
property. now the internet, website and cyber space facilities have produced many problems
relating to protection of intellectual property.

The commercial exploitation of the different kinds of intellectual property is made in different
ways, in the case of Patent, the patentee may himself exploit the patent or assign his rights or
license them to industrialists for a lump sum payment or on a royalty basis. A registered design
can be similarly exploited by assigning or licensing the rights to others capable of exploiting it
on a royalty or lumpsum basis. Copyright can also be exploited in a similar manner, the scope of
assignment or licensing being much wider having regard to the variety of rights conferred on
the copyright owner.

Commercial exploitation of a registered trademark by licensing other to use it on a royalty basis
in not permissible expect by registration of the license as a registered user under conditions
prescribed by the statute, unfettered licensing of trademark in the same manner as a licensing
of a patent, design or copy right will destroy the property rights in the trade mark. This is very
vital differences between a trade mark and others forms of Intellectual Property.

In case of copyright, ordinarily the authors of creative works are not business minded and this
have seldom the financial resources or the business skill to exploit their work by themselves.
Copyright is not a positive right but a negative right, that is the right to stop other from exploiting
the work without the copy rights owner’s consent or license. Copyright is not a single right but
bundle of rights which can be exploited independently. Further the nature of these right depends
upon the category of works. The owner of a copy right may exploit the work himself or license
others to exploiting one or more of the rights for a consideration in the form of royalty or a Lum
sum payment.

In case of Patent- in consideration of the grant of monopoly for a limited period, the inventor
discloses the details against Lum sum price. Under modern condition only big corporation and
institution can afford to engage in research and development of new products or process.

All most all major patents relating to new useful invention, particularly in the medical field are
held by big transnational corporation.

The patents Act contains provision against abuse Patent Rights by providing for compulsory
licensing and even for revoking the patent for non-working. Besides the publication of the

specification enables competitors to experiment and find out ways & designing around the

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________|
VOL.01 ISSUE 02 JUL-SEP 2023 ISSN: 2960-0014 66



7
EDUPHORIA e

ICERT

patent, thus encouraging bringing out substitute products for the patented goods. This is very

common in the pharmaceutical field.

Where technology is advancing rapidly. The monopoly period of a patent cease to be of great
importance. Inventors therefore try to keep the claims broad to avoid competitors trying to
design around the Patent.

A patent is a statutory grant conferring certain monopoly rights on the grantee for a defined
period subject to certain condition. The rights of a patentee to the exclusive use of patented
invention during the period of its protection is a right to property.

The government may also acquire a patent or payment of suitable compensation. The possession
of a patent confers on the patentee not only certain valuable monopoly right and privileges but
also certain obligation and duties. Patents are granted not only to encourage inventory but also
to secure that the inventions are worked in India on a commercial scale and to the fullest extent
that is practicable without undue delay. It is also essential that the monopoly created by the
Patent should not unfairly prejudice the interest of the public.

Abuse of the monopoly rights granted under a Patent is a common phenomenon on in all
countries. Compulsory license may be issued if the patented invention is not available to the
public at a reasonably affordable price. A balance should be struck between the Patentee’s
interest and the public interest.

As per MRTP Act 1969 (Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices Act) one of the basic tenets
of state policy is, therefore to ensure that while promoting economic and industrial growth for
the welfare of the citizens, progressive reduction in the concentration of wealth and economic
power is also brought about to secure social and economic justice as Monopolistic trade practice
deemed to be prejudicial to public interest expect in certain cases.

We cannot do away with value judgments in Welfare Economics because welfare economics is
concerned with the desirability of economic policies for the attainment of maximum social
welfare. So, the whole gamut of various concern laws to be studied and the present “Intellectual
Property Law “seems to be inadequate considering the changes introduced in the present new
era of enormously increased the opportunities and scope of Piracy of Intellectual Property.

[ am of the opinion that we should use the term as “Intellectual Property Rights and Obligations”
in place of existing term “Intellectual Property Rights” and for which legal sanction is needed.

Intellectual Property Rights Management in Indian Business:

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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In the highly competition world, where a fair competition as well as protection of IPRs are
required to serve the growth to business, it becomes essential to understand the relations
between Intellectual Property Rights and Competition law.

IP Laws and Competition laws can be seeming as complementary rather than conflicting became
both the laws share the same fundamental goals of enhancing consumers welfare and promoting
innovation. IP Protection provides incentives for innovation and technological diffusion, which
is itself is an important source of competition in the market place and there for support
competition.

The Competition Act 2002 in India recognizes the importance of IPRs such as Patents, copyrights,
trademark, geographical indications, industrial designs and integrated circuit design. It may be
mentioned here that unreasonable conditions imposed by an IPR holder while licensing his
Intellectual Property Rights would be prohibited under the Competition Act.

Competition law maximizes social welfare by condemning monopolies while Intellectual
Property Law somehow also does the same by granting temporary monopolies. The rationale
behind this approach is that the Intellectual property law should provide economically
meaningful monopolies. Hence, there should be reasonable exercise of the monopoly power in
order to protect the consumer’s interest, otherwise Competition law would surely hinder the
practices of the monopoly market.

As the Intellectual Property forms an important part of Companies’ assets, its adequate
protection is crucial in deterring potential infringement and in turning ideas into business assets
with a real market value. In fact, the Intellectual Property system enables companies to protect
from their innovative capacity and creativity and enhance their competitiveness.

The effective management of Intellectual Property assets requires implementation of a
comprehensive assets management plan.

Thus, effective management of Intellectual Property may be seen as critical business strategy to
maintain sustainable corporate growth and maximization of shareholder value resulting into the
economic growth.

“Learning gives creativity, creativity leads to thinking, Thinking
provides knowledge and Knowledge makes you great.” -
APJ Abdul Kalam

Source: Intellectual Property Law & Competition Law.

Lopamudra Chowdhary
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ABSTRACT

In today's highly competitive business landscape, the role of a business analyst has become
increasingly vital. This article explores the various responsibilities of Business Analysts, with a
primary focus on their major goal of analyzing business operations, identifying areas for
improvement, and recommending effective solutions. Business Analysts play a pivotal role in
analysis, designing potential solutions, and benefit evaluations. Additionally, the article
highlights on the rising significance of business analytics in modern business decision-making
processes. Leveraging data through business analytics empowers organizations to gain
invaluable insights, comprehend customer behavior, and make data-driven decisions, thus
securing a competitive advantage in the market. The conclusion underscores the indispensable
role of Business Analysts in bridging the gap between business and technology, and their

multifaceted responsibilities within organizations.

Keywords: Business Analysts, Data-Driven Decision Making, Business Analytics
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INTRODUCTION

In the dynamic business landscape, the pivotal role of a Business Analyst cannot be
underestimated. These professionals are entrusted with the responsibility of analyzing business
operations, identifying areas that need improvement, and offering innovative solutions. By
resolving challenges, increasing efficiency, and reducing costs, Business Analysts play a crucial
role in enhancing organizational performance. A business analyst must analyze the current
business operations of an organization to identify areas for improvement. This involves studying
various aspects of the business, including its products or services, sales and marketing
strategies, finances, and internal operations. Once a business analyst has a clear understanding
of the organization's business operations, they must identify the problems that are hindering its
performance. This involves analyzing data, conducting research, and interviewing stakeholders
to identify areas that need improvement. After identifying problems, a business analyst must
recommend solutions to optimize performance. This involves developing strategies,
implementing new processes or systems, and working with stakeholders to ensure that changes
are implemented successfully. A business analyst must monitor the progress of the changes and
evaluate the effectiveness of the solutions implemented. This involves collecting and analyzing

data, assessing the impact of the changes, and adjusting as necessary.

To achieve this, Business Analysts must gain a deep understanding of the organization's
operations, objectives, and challenges. Their diverse responsibilities encompass various key

tasks, including:

1. Analyzing Current Business Operations: Business Analysts conduct comprehensive
examinations of an organization's products or services, sales and marketing strategies,
finances, and internal operations. This analysis serves as a basis for identifying areas that
require improvement.

2. ldentifying Hindrances to Performance: Armed with the knowledge gathered from data
analysis, research, and stakeholder interviews, Business Analysts pinpoint problems that
hinder organizational performance.

3. Recommending Optimal Solutions: Business Analysts develop strategies and devise new
processes or systems to optimize performance. Collaborating with stakeholders, they
ensure seamless implementation and monitor the progress and effectiveness of the

changes.
|
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Roles and Responsibilities of a Business Analyst

One of the primary responsibilities of a Business Analyst is to gather and analyze project
requirements or address specific business problems. This process, known as requirement
elicitation, involves understanding stakeholders' needs, translating them into clear and concise
requirements that serve as the foundation for developing effective solutions. This process often
entails conducting interviews, workshops, or focus groups with stakeholders to grasp their
needs, preferences, and expectations. Reviewing existing documentation, such as business plans,
process maps, or system specifications, is also essential to identify gaps or areas for

improvement.

Once the requirements are gathered, Business Analysts meticulously analyze them to ascertain
their feasibility, prioritize them based on business needs, and align them with the organization's
strategic objectives. This analytical process may involve creating use cases, user stories, or
functional specifications that detail the desired features and functionality of proposed solutions.
The significance of requirement elicitation and analysis cannot be overemphasized, as it serves

as the bedrock for subsequent project stages.

After identifying and analyzing requirements, Business Analysts take on the responsibility of
designing and evaluating potential solutions to address the identified needs. This may involve
researching and analyzing existing solutions in the market, devising innovative ideas or
concepts, or collaborating with subject matter experts to create customized solutions. The
proposed solutions must align with the organization's strategic objectives, fulfill the identified
requirements, and fit within constraints like budget, timeline, or resources. To facilitate
understanding, detailed solution specifications, process maps, or system architecture diagrams
are often created to illustrate the proposed solution's workings and integration with existing

systems.

Once the solution is designed, Business Analysts evaluate its feasibility and potential benefits
through cost-benefit analyses, risk assessments, or impact analyses. This process aids
organizations in making informed decisions and ensures that the chosen solution delivers the

desired business outcomes.

The Growing Significance of Business Analytics
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In today's fast-paced business environment, organizations seek to gain a competitive advantage
through innovative means. Business analytics emerges as a powerful tool that has revolutionized
how businesses analyze and utilize data in their decision-making processes. Leveraging data
analytics empowers businesses to gain valuable insights into various aspects of their operations,
customer behaviors, and market trends. The acquired insights enable managers to make well-

informed and effective decisions that drive business growth and success.

Organizations increasingly rely on business analytics capabilities to improve their decision-
making abilities. Business analytics involves extensive use of data, statistical and quantitative
analysis, explanatory and predictive models, and fact-based management to drive decisions and
actions. This approach allows organizations to provide meaningful insights and support
management decisions related to business performance. Furthermore, business analytics aids
organizations in gaining a competitive advantage by analyzing data and gaining insights into
market trends, customer preferences, and competitor strategies. Armed with these insights,
businesses can identify new market opportunities, develop innovative products and services,

optimize operations, and allocate resources more effectively.

Data visualization and algorithmic techniques in business analytics facilitate data organization
and curation, uncovering trends, patterns, and correlations that might not be apparent through
conventional analysis methods. Business intelligence systems provide a deeper understanding
of customer behaviour and preferences, enabling businesses to establish better customer

relationships, leading to increased satisfaction and loyalty.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the multifaceted responsibilities of Business Analysts are instrumental in bridging
the gap between business and technology. Their ability to analyze processes, devise business
strategies, and align tools and objectives make them indispensable assets within organizations.
Additionally, Business Analysts provide crucial support to internal customers, facilitate
performance measurement and improvement, and ensure the security of software and systems.
Their role encompasses process modeling, documentation, simulation, alignment support, and
providing security requirements. In the ever-evolving business landscape, Business Analysts
remain at the forefront of enabling data-driven decision-making processes, empowering

organizations to thrive and flourish in competitive markets.
|
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g T IS ARZAT ReToT f9at U 1 81 SMY a9 |1 U 3R FHScll ARG Il
@ ferRi # 93 fIgwar = oo Fgdl @ 29 | =emgfl, ar g 3R
39 Afget T—way § $d A 8 qiii? 81 T8 df R &4 feb qrii?
JoHIe IRART @ Jg—dfcdi—uferdl a1 Redearl 9 afe sg (Hie) @rell
RE 3 dr faRre &ikd a1 & Aeecl &1 fehe T < ATl | 3/ dd Sl
oY Ye osd o, 3 He IR 8 9 R g B feme Rear <, ueh
BT RAC Bl BT ORE TN, T JgT AThad 27 ST FawRqT gaal SIT?
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AT 39 JART & BT R UIG? Afgell SARET0T fdef o 819 a1 7 8 Bl
7 M ud Ariear e

TFAFIRAT R fasmu= § & —

fheH, TOFR—ONIG, BIF-OTI, AiGd—STTq, SeN-o7T, SgIS
SUAT AT goY W<l & UiH= § | Yol S=61 @1 ol 83 © | I8 Yol 9=
39 SRI W AR &, a8 98 [ASI=4—<Td 8 AT - AT 31 DI
STq Aexarsfad & fagmos & o e &1 fasmie Sf-t @ dicd @
AT SITT 2, STaih AICAgIhel A1 WHE & il & IRR H R—X ddb Dls
Hee 81 € | O 1 A Q8 B 9™ 8?7 A6 R WHdl bl dgd Aid Hed
H TEA grell 91 B8R | R dr S % 9E 2 IR T, 9] ©, diel © | U
Tel | S Wzl S & ARAAT Ud gz & FeW H Bl g | S @
JRAAT UG ugaH E & ARd@ B uHIfIBar vd e @ aRyeiar &
M Rl & | S—Hdd 39 9RO 3R ARSI BT daal Bl AaeIH
=

1l Tue o1 EN—fqsl SEN—ddel gRoM Ud qfIehdl bl deoldl g |
Sl Bl Y WdH Ad AR & U H TS BT 3N BN DI AT TRAT
BT T BRI gY S YU & FAA &1 Afhed B IREHC Pl TeIHD AR
TS Rl & | B B UH A qAGT § ARG € | Mavadhal S @l 39
qA®T BT JIIHT [OKR 9 31 2; FuRl 4 S & ANHR & gERead o
@ B, i gon AR & ARgH | IS W ol 9¢ | S forg Amifs
AT UG gRIAY B T & el I BT | AT RO et 811 |
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g4 9 95 BRI | AefY uHe o S &1 Refty # gwdery wxd gy sl fdg
A gaeld DI YOATT DI ol | FHINSTD FIeell &I 7T A—d1 gd gU &I

& oIl 999 3OER, 99F 9Idra]e], FAEE 99, g9 ISR Ud THH
AT BT UTGL B © | T U =a1adT & IR § 2 S a7 Reafa
AR YHdT daal Hbdll & | FHGT & AT BRI GROM AR AFRIH

geoifl, Rifd g3 Td gfe IRERAT H d8d & |

faaTe HRenm R IS UFRE Y

M & FHY H 989 P U g1 el o—(dars Al | fad1s &l ddx
$HS TRE DI 911 B 2T f9aT8 B @H HR <A1 =112y, faars smmifie
B T §, fdare AR € fe—anfa | fdare &1 aven d BAdl 8 Al
g AT | WOR B IS B Bis ARAT & RSTAH BIg 9 iy HHI AT 1qorar A
gl aRAT H YUl {B T8I BIAT & | QUIAT I TATT B 99 7 | qof % U
& A 899, SR, WA, Gl §B 1 b8 ooy | i fdare &1 faee
FT 27 |ACINGAT A1 R |AfEford Siiad S arar elifd T Reler |
ARG = T 379 3Rd &1 el &, 7 ey Refd g iRk 7 & |qmifss
fFHT0T BT IUDRT | IUATGETHY I8 HHGIRI A g9dC Ud A & B ANl
I SiaT—UgHd & | STel dd et Siiae Si aret ‘<lifdT Reerd’ &1 Jdg
8—Ud @ad Ud dldbdifad <2 H 09 aid | ol Shad Sie &1 s1frer
T BT 7, oI ST 9IS &1 BT, Fag BT @ HH BRIl o | FTRERI
IR vfdgar el M. SR W@ 81 8| 98 Udh YBR & TR 0
TR MU g BIAT & SUARDI AWM (HSFAR J8d) Bl X8, 4 db
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b 8 Il Y81 8, STal WRIg gl Bl | B! 91 IR Ife hls We—uc &l s
g A g faeeg 81 9&a 71 U # afe w7 Taona Rig g iR
JMEH 39 IR, IR M0 I MR T IR W (fhf) das & <X AT
Hea™ H) B ar Turd df § B T 8 Red @1 Wi iR A 9= @ |
AT SdTd IT BXIETT A F<h Bl & HRUT SHH IRGNI 3R FHINSTD
yfcegar | 91 qRe Bl | 31T AT B H W FHI &I Rl | T A”

8] / Jgar fdded B Adhdr 87

feare o1 AT B AT 31T DIy ARAT| &H AR H AT b1 faxier ol
PR Hhdl ©, olfch ALRIRAT BT ¥y 81 PR Febdl | oI [h¥ll Tpel IT Plelol
§ e &1 wWR R @ 8 a1 s9R1 T RREae &1 Ry =1 a1 gaReT
BRI | I8 7161 & Thdt AT Blefsl & A8l 81 @2y | AN TAFE & |l
AR—(IAT faa18 & HRAT & FIF—AT FHG bl Gl bl PRI &1 faRe
TR AP AT gGS B A1 oS gRIfa <ar g | weff gare faars
HAEPR & Yd & FHTST D AWPR B & | d AT Bl e T80 el | &
IR goY @& AMITSS URde &I AT IR § [UARd $Hd 8 el IRER
A AFEY JAABR €, AWk @ WAl 8 8, FHEdT 8 | STal S-J%Y &
dI9 gEIaTal AT ARAIG] Hae 7 BB} DR FHAT IR AT BT Hae
g | faare @7 AT BT Al IA16R Alhdlidd a91d ©, Stel Sl &l e
vd e wdR o A0 § R & 99 3 [aFar @ar g | Stef ad+_ o
SII—fde, 3y ¥a¥mE, QTeldT, w0, IRR T aiRers, IR aNfe giar @ | Sfel
Heell AR Te—MRN & Al & I W 0N &7 Al Bl 8, Afhed BT 7
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BIAT & | ST8l fholerad 3R 9 BT Uae far & S & I W) Al
IR Fears B! & | ST 899 W3 81 faarg &1 vem & §R 9+1 faam 2

fqdT8 ! T AR 97 ST 2 | & BT o™ (S291) AT & BT TSI GIDR

[aN

31T TN /i—arg 91 U&7 8 Y S8 H 37 ST © | AT YO8} Al
THUTT 7 ReIfcr IU= 81 ST & | A oI BT Hel 1 B9 WR A4 [dars
BT 9 AT exe] 241, IS Ud eler a1 81T 81, 91d dolld adb ugd
S 2 | 3791 Tl & oIal gaved fafid srererdl # 9a <2 8, e e
qRT YRAR ST & | ST &1 S1aR Gl &M & HRUT ATl oAbl DI =
Uq Pl TR B SITAI—(SRTER & 9T I AT A7 JMHSAT BRIl Tsall © AT
fhe Hi—aTg &1 ug fhy U U Siifd # faqrg e fSiefi—wR <9, oas
U USORCHE @ FIT Sl USdl &, [ FHY 81 HeT Sl Fabell, HoTqyl
HET ST 2 | FT 98 BT SRS G AR S S BT ArRiddl &1 9d
HR FHT U Py g AR Refadl € e forg &9 W@y fER €, 39
RE Bl [TEIfT v faguamil & &Rl & [darg & 9wer aky d fREe 3R
HEFT oS B | AN TIMS & AR—0He g9 THAM AR, AR
faeTferal wa faguareil & SEIar &, §uY &Rdl 2 | Aef¥ game AN—fHiad A
AU d6 HIfd T8l T8d, dfch @ N SATHR ARTHATS S AT Bl
T TP} IHD AEIH W Ifaled @Sl BRd U, SH Udh IS YR

g™ HRd B |

T qaHe & AR—qqel # JaiRear 9 ofd sl & | STl
RAATHBAT B HIRYT IHD! oAl Ud AfHdT & | e 3R A1l ol defrer
YT H B T | S & B—faHel @ feemg=ar a1 Rerfa wa gAfaal @
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g ¥ feenfewrs & wu ¥ 78l quHe & Sy, gfcw Y wE fb & &
SgFQY Rl @1 Aegddl b 9 I¥d IS 2| Ie e ARl B
AT PR forar U ar |l AT, Afad, onfde, denfee, enfie,
DI, STATE] HeTs, T Bl g [T ST Fabell B | 37191 39 AR
ThTeT 3R AT Bl ATGIDh ¢ | $faenT § H8f¥ e & SN—a9el o1 S
AT ofl, gaa™ H EA—3Hel BT 39 qAeT B SAE™ 9 & J1T AT
IR e ST et 21 39 919 &1 [y W ASY qaHe AR -
H—fwet & AR ywarfad a=d 2|
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Prof. (Dr.) Meena Sharma
Department of Hindi
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Prof. (Dr.) Meena Sharma completed D.Litt. from B.R. Ambedkar University, Ph.D./
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Modinagar on 18thNovember 2019. She is convener of 16 Add-On courses in the
college, member of discipline Committee, program Officer (Legal awareness
course), and convener of Women development cell. She is also governing body
member of DLSA South East Saket New Delhi. She is supervising a number of Ph.D.

research scholars.

She has written various books, chapter in edited books, presented 40 research
papers in National and International Conferences, published in National and

International Journals.
She also completed UGC Project on Katha Sahitya Mein Stri Asmita Ki Nirmiti

Due to her long-lasting contribution to the society, she has been awarded with
various prestigious awards like “National Women's Excellence Award 2022” by
Women’s Parliament on Sunday, 12 March 2023, “Ekalavya Award 2023” by
International Council for Education Research and Training on June 03, 2023,

“Sahitya Sarita Samman” etc.

She also has chaired various sessions in National and International Conference,
delivered lecture and coordinated various National and International educational

and social events.
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Dr.Rinku

YR Wi ey UfaeTiie $U ¥ ga=m S1qul € 3@ U1 UeiH &1 I &iH1 o= A
el Pl Fgrar 3T § IR 1998 & S J HRA TUT i 98¢ BRIl aIkd A ST @
g | YR o URHTY] TRI&0T & GHY 1 THHTH ST AT S HRA & 1Y WST 38T od(dh
31 M A YR TR 3{THT-3(E IRE Bt Ufaaey T AU | 39 Yfhdd THI & SRM
U1 o T Tl APURd ST fRRTeb A 7 el R 1T bt Siesh 3M1fieh Ufcsiel bl
B o o1 oty (Uit i ol | 70 U Wb 3d Ao YR iy Joe YR 1&RI
3+ X2 & fora @1 8 1 e 2017 F YA AId! IR SR Wi &) a1 62 b &
IR 39 IR P! I Jo! W ! | UHEA HIc! &1 i & gaia T "I g
3T oo i TR TrTfd fopar ar o fh Wid &1 Wat ANTRSG adT 9
M § | T o1 it asm YR Wi Red &t 25 df auiie &l gxifar g | w39
TG HRA 1 GIRT JaY TST &1 A SR g | Wi & Jfed S TS TR HRT o1
&I YFfteRT 100 A R 81 YR & FA@0 & AR 1.3 ffaas T sifde
YR D! A T fay g 7 U foram | WRdta 3! 3 i o S & ary &9
6T TR g fhdT | URA T 61 1 A1 ob dgd THTd B THid - & forg
THIM IR I8d & | Wi A I0HITA® 0 I Ag@yUi i AR &3 | H18 GN
YR, 3T, Siecheran, S qut faed &t = J1sit & a1y sguelia g enarg
AT IR BT g H fohdT | S0 Ty YRA i o o1 g Uidl &1 fdg TeR 8
TH QW & AP W dF Ugad P AN o WA THghd 9 &
faedrRare! Hifd W 3 M & folt HRIR Aifad g1 1 e u=iid aeRIrR ¥ wifa
g FRRar &t e &1 THga §U SHT <=1 7 3ATA 25 I8 & Jaelt &1 T A 7Y
TS 2047" 8 9§ SIRY fohaT| T ¥ YR oI f&e dTell dob-iid B 3 Sfean
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HTaHH H TEP § 399 gURI &l Ren &1 1t Gegar a8 B 1 SH1 Sxr ugd b
3T 37F SATGT HRId © | ST THIUN 86 39 §1d U fHadT & fh 3@ i & YR
ST DI el 3(afel BT G firelTT quT HRd | ST ST o fdebrd | 4t iy ot
YrfiaR i

Wi dYT HRd DI g fodh:

*el (TR Sediicd IS TSH) WY B AR A8 IR HRd aUT g THHd
€ 39 T HRd, ST, ST TorT, GarmT HIfkar o I Feey Rfud s | YRa J ot
ATe B WIS Hd §U Hel fh "A1e] T Cwie 18] g ol HRd IR AR gl g

“TH T Th TS U1 321 & Foraes 1 HRTg 191 3 e 3 fosan g1 yfasg ot
SIS & qEd GIFI ORI Al I137 §RT IS HR aT Trel & g feedtt g =
Horeiar AR Tha difer R 3R YR & ST U I1g § Wi siaRisa
&A1 BT TN B Tl ¢

+S81 URifhep § ST o foplt +fY & T i1 o) 18l e

Hfqw &t i

TH URA BT Ah1D! APaR o Ahdl g adT ke 3R RAN &8F H HAgg HR
Tl & T TR AT 3T STddhalg H HRA Wiy & e H1h! Agayqul g1 S
g1 351 ORI ®RY IuHITd® fedi iR fguefa Tgai &I R o d S5
EIIdl B H Gl o= G&H B
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QI o7 RTfeRITel € Uh JRIY 4T G_T UM H | G ¢ T iRl SIGYRUM 7@ §
JYT A fad A BT AT AR ] | aF1 o1 e R 98 YdIa g &1 R A
T e § SR G oX FIAHR HTH HRd & ol 98 o g 1! ofd HRd Whid Udh-gux
& qo g g g1

About Author

s R zmf
TUHTY DY SHUDHRT, Tedh YD, & 30T faumT,
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BEST PRACTICES IN SCHOOLS

Dr Iltiza Begum

Abstract:

Each year so many schools get the CBSE affiliation yet when we evaluate the school
performances the schools are unable to fare well. This is because the schools have practically
become a money minting institution, where the values are not paid much importance. Therefore,
CBSE has made it mandatory to include the Best Practices of all schools who come for affiliation/
extension of affiliation or/ and the upgrade of affiliation from secondary to senior secondary to
share their best practices in School.

I work in a public school which does not aim high on earning. A large number of students get
concessions on their fees and the tuition fees includes the fees for all extracurriculars that the
school provides to their students. In spite of differences in their fee’s structures, there is no
difference in their classrooms, in participation in various activities. This makes us different from

the rest in the Twin City of Secunderabad and Hyderabad.

Research Methodology: Qualitative methodology gathering qualitative data through
interviews, observation and focus on chosen participants like school leaders, parents, and
students. The research methodology is objective and unbiased. CBSE circulars were used to
write this research paper. This paper was also subjected to peer review in my school before
presenting.

As ushered by the CBSE, the best practices in the school give a new meaning to School education.
An instructional leadership, quality teachers, holistic curriculum, continuous professional
development, differential instruction, innovative pedagogy, integrating ICT in all areas of the
curriculum, innovative assessment, eco school, health promoting school, nurturing sports,
promoting inclusive education, taking care of students’ counselling needs/mental health,
promoting reading, focus on language skills, promoting creativity, acknowledging our heritage,
community outreach, linkages with institutes of higher education, student autonomy and
partnering with parents etc are the most sought after initiatives that the CBSE expects the
schools to adopt with a good sense of self-efficacy among teacher.

Our schools have been able to achieve the following best practices:

e Updating the teaching practices in India by attending the seminars and teacher's workshop

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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« Take responsibility for the well-being of all the students. We have a student counsellor as well
as a nurse to cater to these needs.

* Believe in our teacher’s ability to improve learning outcomes for all students. We quest for the
excellence of all our students in all walks of life and strive to achieve it through guidance and
caring.

e Make appropriate changes in response to challenge and feedback from colleagues or peer
review. Our teachers go through many stringent self-improvement phases of teaching learning
process of which micro teaching and peer assessment is an integrated part.

* Follow an inclusive environment supporting physical and mentally disabled students. We do
not shun admission to physically or mentally challenged students and have many students with
learning disabilities also.

e Health and Wellness component of the Ayushman Bharat Programme is followed with regular
health check-ups not only for the students but also teachers. A healthy teacher only can impart
knowledge in a better way. For the same reason a Nurse is employed. A Student Counsellor to
ensure mental health of the students is also there.

e Show commitment to continual improvement within students and for that there are Revision
Common Test (RCT), which takes place after the end of all chapters so as to measure slow
learner’s grasping and then give them extra classes and remediation after school.

« Care for students and their safety is always a priority in the minds of all employees in our school
- whether Teaching or Non-Teaching Staff.

» We follow no bags day every Friday from Grades 1 to 8. No bags don’t mean no academics and
no studies. We ensure the studies happen in a fun way of learning such as music, dance and other
creativities

e Model the school values that we portray. We as a school strive to create good citizens of India
who are alert and active. Who understands the good and bad of the social practices and who has
morality?

e Maintain integrity even in difficult situations and make sure we do not miss out on the outside
world progress while introspecting at the same time.

» We follow a strict norm for no corporal punishment in any form - physical or mental.

 Sports gets special attention wherein we have Cricket, Swimming, Archery, Karate, Skating,
Basketball, Volleyball, and football coaches to individually train our students.

» Participation in various activities and events are encouraged to our students.
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We have always been

* A conducive approach and a positive environment which focuses mainly on student learning.
» We enable our students in our classes by identifying their needs and strengths,

 The school values make our staff interactive and responsive towards our students.

e Our environment is safe and supportive for all students, and staff.

 The school goals have set high expectations for students

» Welcoming questions from parents about their child's learning in the school.

» We find opportunities for learning in our failed teaching approaches and innovate new ways
of learning every day.

e The staff in our school are very reliable and trustworthy.

» We provide parents with opportunities to learn how to effectively support their child's learning
at the school.

e we seek and are responsive to parents' views about their child's learning

e Student’s wellbeing and belonging are well planned and executed by the students.

* We look into various reasons to understand the struggle of the students with their learning.

* We avoid unnecessary interruptions during our teaching hours.

» Any teacher can be available for inquiry and evaluative work throughout the semesters for our
students.

e Teachers are given sufficient time to discuss the progress of the students and plan their
teaching.

 Teachers plan their Term I lesson during summer vacations and the Term Il lesson plans during
Puja vacations, leaving them ample time for reflecting.

e Curriculum in each learning area draws on and adds to content relevant to the identities of
each diverse backgrounds of our students

» We actively seek the knowledge and faculty of the local community

e This knowledge is used to make worthwhile changes in our teaching and student learning.

e Updating with new knowledge is a continuous process.

e Having challenging goals for every student

« Effective teaching resources aligned to the school are readily available

e Our best motivation for our day-to-day work is our daily goals, that our leaders set for teachers
every morning.

» Encourage students to plant trees on their birthdays instead of distributing chocolates.

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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e Teachers collaborate not only with the teachers at our school but with other teachers working
in different branches of our school. To inform all, our school has 8 different branches in the city
and each of these branch’s pool in the best ideas and resources so as to make our goals
meaningful and achievable.

e Teachers must have sufficient time for collaborative work. Teachers plan and hold small
workshops department wise and meet and share their ideas.

e We teach our students to switch off the fans and lights when not in use.

e We possess a clean and green environment due the multiple initiatives taken by the
management ever since its inception.

 The quality of life of a society depends on the type of energy resources used. The way we best
manage these energy resources is its conservation apart from promoting sustainability

e Water conservation has also been a priority, hence Rain water harvesting pits have been
constructed in three strategic catchment areas so as to replenish the depleting ground water
levels.

e Compost pits are also in use for disposing organic waste from time to time

e Care has been taken to provide facilities for the differently-abled by providing ramps with
railings and lifts wherever necessary along with exclusive washrooms.

 To inculcate social responsibility amongst students, the institution provides a platform for the
practice of social values and ethics by involving social services and related activities while
providing education and promoting social change.

» We consistently carry out campus clean and green periodic programs. Every year, we organize
special camps where students are exposed to various programs that interact with the local
people. All kinds of programs are organized, such as Tree Planting, Yoga Classes, Swachh Bharat

Abhiyan and Digital India, and the students provide people with useful information.

Conclusion:

To conclude, schools play a central role in influencing students’ behaviours, an effective response
for participation from families and cross-sector collaboration with providers of social and
community services, including youth clubs and sports centres, which provide further
opportunities for shaping young people’s behaviours. It strives towards igniting minds and
creating in students a passion for learning and continuous development by making the learning

process enjoyable. Determined to impart values, ethics and self-confidence, and harness their
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full potential, besides increasing the professional development of the educators, with a belief

that the true goal of education is holistic development is the mission of our school.

Our school aims to build a culture of learning through collaboration and sharing. The schools
have been directed to identify ways of nurturing and developing young minds who will excel in

all walks of life.

Correlations between teaching practices, school practices, and principal leadership practices
and school practices are the key scoring for the same. We are inclined to prepare our students
not just as aspirants for top notch jobs but also to transform them into best citizens through

these changes. This are all in

These were some of the best practices followed in our school.

Reference Materials:
1.08 Circular 2019.pdf (cbseacademic.nic.in)
2.https://cbseacademic.nic.in/web material/Circulars/2019/08 Circular 2019.pdf
3.CIRCULARZ26.pdf (cbse.gov.in)
4.Safety of Children in Schools (27.03.2018).pdf (cbse.gov.in)

5.35 Cir on reduction on School Bag.pdf (cbseacademic.nic.in)
6.83 Circular 2022.pdf (cbseacademic.nic.in)
7.CBSE/ACAD/INCLUSIVE EDUCATION/2008, Circular No. 45, Inclusive Practices in CBSE

schools
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for Continuing Education, at the 2 days Multi-disciplinary, International Conference
on "Current Trends & Challenges in Education, Research and Social Sciences”, held
during May 21-22, 2022 Organized by ICERT and the Government College, Hisar
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Abstract

The perceptions held by cryptocurrency investors towards Bitcoin are influenced by a
multifaceted interaction of various factors, encompassing its perceived value, level of risk,
trustworthiness, and utility. Empirical research has revealed the existence of contrasting
viewpoints among investors in the cryptocurrency community, encompassing both favourable
and unfavourable perceptions. The objective of this study is to study the perspectives held by
cryptocurrency investors, with a specific focus on Bitcoin, which is recognized as the most
prominent and extensively utilized cryptocurrency. The study found that there is a consensus
that Bitcoin will continue to maintain its dominant position in the cryptocurrency market. The
respondents hold a firm belief that governmental regulation of Bitcoin is necessary to safeguard
Bitcoin holders against potential theft and loss. Investors also trust in Bitcoin Technology and

concerned about scalability and limited supply.

Keywords: Cryptocurrency, Bitcoin, Investors Perception, Digital Currency, Crypto Market

1. Introduction

Bitcoin is a decentralized digital currency, classified as a cryptocurrency, which came into
existence in 2009. Its origins can be traced back to an individual or a collective entity operating
under the pseudonym Satoshi Nakamoto, whose identity remains undisclosed. The currency in
question represents the initial iteration of a decentralized digital form of monetary exchange,
thereby signifying its operation in the absence of a central governing body or governmental

oversight. Bitcoin functions on a technological framework known as blockchain, which is a
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decentralized ledger system that documents all financial transactions conducted within a

network of interconnected computers.

In contrast to conventional fiat currencies like the US dollar or the euro, Bitcoin does not derive
its issuance or regulation from any central bank. Instead, the creation of cryptocurrency is
achieved through a process known as mining, wherein high-performance computers engage in
solving intricate mathematical problems to authenticate and document transactions on the
blockchain. Bitcoin has experienced substantial growth in popularity and acceptance over time,
appealing to both individual investors and institutional participants. Frequently employed as a
means of preserving wealth, facilitating transactions, and engaging in speculative ventures. The
price of Bitcoin has exhibited notable volatility, characterized by episodes of substantial
expansion succeeded by abrupt contractions. The objective of the research is to study the
Perceptions of Cryptocurrency Investors Towards Bitcoin. The limitation of the study includes
the response of the respondents may or may not be biased, data collected electronically and

there is no personal interview being conducted.

2. Literature Review

The literature review comprises of findings from the research study on the topic ‘Investors

perception towards Bitcoin.’

IThe users hold a favourable perception regarding the utilization of Bitcoin Green (BITG) as a
sustainable blockchain solution. Furthermore, the value of this technology is primarily
recognized for its ethical and technological attributes, with its perceived utilization primarily
cantered around investment and coin offering purposes. Likewise, it is evident that users
predominantly exhibit favourable sentiments towards BITG. 2Compatibility, awareness, and
facilitating conditions exert a substantial influence on the investment behaviour of Malaysian
Muslim communities in the Bitcoin market. 3There is presence of a correlation between media
sentiment and the price of Bitcoin, as well as observed a proclivity among investors to exhibit

excessive reactions to news within a limited timeframe.

4There was no statistically significant difference in the opinions of respondents across different
age groups and levels of education regarding the perception of Bitcoins. However, when
conducting an ANOVA test to assess the variation in respondents' opinions on the perception of

Bitcoins across different professions, a statistically significant difference is observed in the
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opinions of respondents based on their age. >Investors in the field of cryptocurrency, including
those specifically involved in Bitcoin, should exercise caution when employing this heuristic to
assess the bid and ask values on cryptocurrency exchanges. This phenomenon has the potential
to divert individuals from accurately predicting the future value, resulting in the sale of assets at

undervalued prices or the purchase of assets at overvalued prices.

¢6Investors exhibit a lack of prudence in their selection of cryptocurrencies for investment, as
their decisions are primarily based on technical support rationales, which predominantly
revolve around technological advancements, innovative perspectives, and positive social media
coverage. ’Investment in Bitcoin are determined by various variables, including gender,
education, annual income, profession, and the opinions held by investors. The variable of age
does not exhibit a statistically significant impact on investors' decision to invest in Bitcoin.
8Investors possess a satisfactory level of understanding and familiarity with the concept and
advantages of Bitcoin, as well as the strategies employed in the management of a Bitcoin account.
Furthermore, the results of the study indicate that various factors, including perceived ease of
use, compatibility, awareness, and facilitating conditions, exert a substantial influence on the

intention of Omani communities to engage in Bitcoin investment.

3. Research Methodology

The collection of primary data is facilitated by directly obtaining responses from the participants
using Google Form. The collection of secondary data is derived from reputable sources such as
Business and Finance Journals, Magazines, Websites, and Books. The research study possesses
descriptive and empirical characteristics. The study employed a random sampling technique,
with a total of 125 respondents selected for analysis. The research study employs Karl Pearson's
correlation coefficient and the Wilcoxon-Test as the chosen hypothesis tests.

4. Data Analysis, Hypothesis Testing, and Interpretation

4.1 Perception of Investors towards Bitcoin

Perceptions towards Bitcoin Agree | Strongly Strongly | Neutral | Disagree | Invalid

disagree agree

Dominance of Bitcoin in |43 19 22 20 21 0
Crypto Market in Future
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Bitcoin’s limited supply of 21 | 48 6 35 30 6 0
million coin.
Trustin Bitcoin's technology in | 58 4 38 22 3 0
the long term
The authorities should | 36 3 68 13 5 0

regulate Bitcoin to protect
Bitcoin holders from potential

thief and loss

Table 4.1 Perception of Investors towards Bitcoin (Source: Primary Data)

4.2 Hypothesis Testing - |

Null hypothesis Alternative hypothesis

There is no association between the There is an association between
investor’s perception towards the scalability = investors  perception  towards

problem of the Bitcoin and limited supply of  scalability problem of the Bitcoin

21 million coin. and limited supply of 21 million
coin.
Correlation
p (2-
r tailed)
Investors perception towards scalability problem of the Bitcoin and - <.001
limited supply of 21 million coin. 0.33
Covariance

Scalability problem Limited supply of 21

of bitcoin million coin
Scalability problem of bitcoin 2.8 -0.53
Limited supply of 21 million coin -0.53 0.91
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Interpretation

There is a medium, negative association between investors perception towards scalability
problem of the Bitcoin and limited supply of 21 million coin in this sample. The result of the
Pearson correlation showed that there was a significant correlation between investors
perception towards scalability problem of the Bitcoin and limited supply of 21-million-coin r

(123) =-0.33, p = <.001.

4.3 Hypothesis Testing - 11

Null hypothesis Alternative hypothesis

There is no difference between the variable = There is difference between the variable
investor’s perception of dominance of investor’s perception of dominance of
Bitcoin in crypto market in future and Trust  Bitcoin in crypto market in future and Trust

in Bitcoin's technology in the long term in Bitcoin's technology in the long term

Descriptive Statistics

Standard
n Mean  Median deviation
Dominance of Bitcoin in Crypto Market in 125 2.62 2 1.48
future
Trust in Bitcoin's technology in the long 125 1.98 2 1.08
term
Rank
Mean Sum  of
n Rank Ranks
Trust in Bitcoin's technology in the long  Negative 52 42.59 2214.5
term - dominance of Bitcoin in crypto  Ranks
market Positive 23 2763 6355

Ranks
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Mean Sum  of
n Rank Ranks
Ties 50
Total 125

Statistics for Wilcoxon-Test

Trust in Bitcoin's technology in the long term - dominance of Bitcoin in crypto

market in future

Z -4.23

p (2- <001
tailed)

Interpretation

Dominance of Bitcoin in crypto currency group had values (Mdn = 2) than the Trust in Bitcoin's
technology in the long-term group (Mdn = 2). A Wilcoxon Test showed that this difference
was statistically significant, p = <.001. This results in a p-value of <.001, which is below the
specified significance level of 0.05. The result of the Wilcoxon test is therefore significant for the

present data and the null hypothesis is rejected.

5. Findings and Conclusion

43 respondents out of 125 respondents agreed that Bitcoin is dominant in Crypto Market in
future. 48 respondents agreed Bitcoin’s limited supply of 21 million coin is a problem. 58
Respondents Trust in Bitcoin's technology in the long term. 68 respondents strongly agreed that
authorities should regulate Bitcoin to protect Bitcoin holders from potential thief and loss. The
respondents possess a high level of technical and scientific knowledge regarding the various
movements that take place within the cryptocurrency market. The respondents demonstrate a
high level of attentiveness towards the current advancements and patterns in the domain of
Bitcoin. Placing long-term trust in the technological capabilities of Bitcoin implies that investors

have also placed their confidence in the cryptocurrency. While they concur with the issue of
]
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scalability as well. The respondents hold a firm belief that governmental regulation of Bitcoin is
necessary to safeguard Bitcoin holders against potential theft and loss. This perspective may be
attributed to the occurrence of cryptocurrency market downturns. However, it should be noted
that Cryptocurrency remains a form of decentralized digital currency. The value has surpassed
25 Lakhs (in INR). It currently maintains its position as the leading entity within the
cryptocurrency market. There is a consensus that Bitcoin will continue to maintain its dominant
position in the cryptocurrency market. It is imperative for investors to consistently monitor and
analyse government regulations pertaining to the cryptocurrency market, as well as stay

informed about any developments within the platform in which they have made investments.
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