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ABSTRACT 

This paper focuses on inclusive education as an imperative tool for enhancing academic 

performance of students with special needs in business education. All people have a right to 

education. Inclusive education is an approach that ensures the presence, participation and 

achievement of all students in education. This may be in formal schools or in non-formal places 

of learning. Inclusion emphasizes opportunities for equal participation but with options for special 

assistance and facilities needed. This paper highlights the concept of inclusive education, business 

education and benefits of inclusive education as a tool for enhancing academic performance. This 

paper recommended that; A special directorate of inclusive education should be created in Federal 

and State Ministries of Education: Government of Nigeria should adequately fund inclusive 

education: Specialists should be employed in various primary schools in Nigeria; There should be 

policy enabling the establishment of inclusive schools in every community in Nigeria.  
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Introduction 

Education is the basic instrument of economic growth and technological advancement of any 

society. This is why governments commit immense resources to ensure the provision of education 

to their citizens and also tailor their policies towards ensuring that it is made accessible to the 

generality of their citizens (Oyebade, Oladipo and Adetoro, 2008). Education aims at developing 

the innate potentials of an individual to the optimal level which makes him or her useful to him or 
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herself and the society where they reside. Thus, Grubb and Lazerson (2004) see education as a tool 

that can be used to reduce poverty, to improve the lives of individuals and groups, and to transform 

societies. Education is also regarded as a means of transmitting knowledge and culture from one 

generation to the other. Education can be either formal or informal. Formal education is one that 

is structured and done within the four walls of a classroom through trained teachers and other 

personnel to bring about overall development of the child. Informal education is one that is not 

structured and can be acquired at home or through apprenticeship. There are special schools also 

for learners with one form of challenge or impairment or the other (special need learners). This 

category of learners includes; the hearing impaired, visual impaired, learning disabled, physically 

and health impaired, the gifted and talented, mild and mental retardation, pastorals and nomads.  

 

Business education is ione itype iof ieducational iknowledge iprovided iby ithe iformal ieducation. 

Business ieducation iis ian iaspect iof itotal ieducational iprogramme iwhich iprovides ithe 

recipient iwith iknowledge, iskills, iunderstanding iand iattitude ineeded ito iperform iwell iin ithe 

business iworld ias ia iproducer ior iconsumer iof igoods iand iservices i(Abdullahi, i2002). iThe 

National iOpen iUniversity iof iNigeria i(NOUN i2008) isees ibusiness ieducation ias ian iaspect 

of ivocational ieducation ithat iequips ipeople iwith inecessary iskills iand itheoretical iknowledge 

needed ifor iperformance iin ibusiness iworld ieither ifor ijob ioccupation ior iself-employment. 

Business ieducation iaffords ito ievery iindividual ian iopportunity ito idevelop ithe iskills, abilities 

and iunderstanding ithat iwill ienable ihim ito ihandle icompetently ihis ipersonal ibusiness affairs; 

to idevelop ian iunderstanding iof ithe ivocational iopportunity iavailable iin ithe ibroad ifield iof 

business iand ito iassume ihis icitizenship’s iresponsibilities ithrough ienlightened iparticipation 

in, ias iwell ias ian iunderstanding iand iappreciation iof ithe ibusiness isystem i(Osuala i2003). 

12% iof ithe iglobal ipopulation iconsists iof ipersons iwith idisabilities i(PwDs) iand i186 imillion 

of ithis ipopulation icomprise i ichildren i(Mugenda, i2012). iThe iWorld iHealth iOrganization 

(WHO) iestimates ithat i85% iof ithe iworld’s ichildren iwith idisability ibelow i15 iyears ilive iin 

the ideveloping icountries i(Akinyi, iOnyango iand iAluko, i2015) iand ithis iincludes iNigeria. 

Most i(nearly iall) iof ithese idisabled ichildren iin iNigeria iare iwithout ibusiness ieducation 
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skills, ihence iwe ihave imany idisabled iadults iwho iare iunemployable. iThe imajor ireason ifor 

this iis ithat ithe idisable ichildren iattended ispecial ischools i(isolated) imeant ispecifically ifor 

disabled ipersons iand iin isuch ischools, isubjects ilike ibusiness ieducation iare inot itaught iand 

even iwhen ithey iare itaught, ithe istudents iare inot igiven iextra isupport iwhich iincludes 

resource irooms, iresource iteachers, iand iinnovative itechnologies iamong iothers ito iease 

comprehension iof iwhat iis itaught. iAgain, iin isuch ischools, icompetition iamong ithe istudents 

is ivery iminimal iand ithe istudents irarely iget iassistance ifrom itheir ifellow istudents. i Perhaps, 

it icould ibe ilack iof iskills iin ibusiness ieducation ithat imake imany idisabled ipersons ito ibe 

on iNigerian istreets ibegging ifor ialms, iinstead iof ibeing iself-employed iand iproductive. 

However, iworldwide, ithere ihas ibeen iemphasis ion ithe ineed ito iextend iaccess ito ieducation 

to iall ichildren. iThis ihas ibeen iverified ithrough ia inumber iof iinternational iconventions which 

include: ithe iSalamanca istatement ion ispecial ineeds ieducation, iUNESCO, i1994, ithe iUN 

convention ion ithe iRight iof ithe iChild, i1989, iand ithe iUN iinternational iconvention ion ithe 

Right iof ithe iPersons iwith iDisabilities i(2000). iThrough ithe iSalamanca iDeclaration iof i1994, 

the iidea iof iestablishing iinclusive ischools iin ithe iworld iover iwas iborn. 

 

Inclusive ieducation iis ithe itype iof ieducation iin iwhich iregular iand ispecial ineeds ilearners 

are ibrought itogether iin ithe isame iacademic ienvironment iand iclassroom ifor ithe ipurpose iof 

learning. iInclusive iEducation iis ito ibe iprovided ito ithe idisabled istudents iwithin ithe iregular 

education isystem iwith isome iextra isupport i(i.e. iresource iroom, iresource iteacher ietc.). iThe 

students iwith ispecial ieducational ineeds inow iwere iallowed ito iget ieducation ialong iwith 

regular istudents. iThus ithe iconcept iof iinclusion iis iabout ischool isystem ichanges ito iimprove 

the ieducational isystem ifor iall istudents. iIt imeans ichanges iin ithe icurriculum, ichanges iin 

how iteachers iteach iand ihow istudents ilearn, ias iwell ias ichanges iin ihow istudents iwith iand 

without ispecial ineeds iinteract iwith iand irelate ito ione ianother. iInclusive ieducation iinvolves 

changing iculture iof icontemporary ischools iwith iemphasis ion iactive ilearning, iapplied 

curriculum, iappropriate iassessment imethods, imulti-level iinstructional iapproaches, iand 

increased iattention ito idiverse istudent ineeds iand iindividualization iwithin ithe ischools 
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Inclusive iEducation iis ian iapproach iwhich iaims ito idevelop ia ichild-focus iby iacknowledging 

that iall ichildren iare iindividuals iwith idifferent ilearning ineeds iand ispeeds iand iyet ican ibe 

educated iand itrained iwithout ialienating ithem ifrom itheir inormal ipeers. iTeaching iand 

learning iare imade imore ieffective, irelevant iand ifun ifor iall. iInclusive iEducation iin iessence 

stands ifor iequality, iand iaccepts ievery ichild iwith ihis ior iher iown iunique icapabilities. 

 

Providing ian iinclusive ieducation ito idisabled ibusiness ieducation istudents iis ivery inecessary 

because iit iis ibelieved ito ilink ito ihigher iacademic iperformance, ieconomic, iand isocial 

development iof ithe istudents. iAbsence iof iinclusive ieducation ito idisabled ibusiness education 

students iwill imean ilack iof ithe inecessary iskills ithey i(disabled istudents) irequire ito ibe 

productive iin itheir iadulthood iso ias ito ibe iuseful ito ithemselves iand ialso imake imeaningful 

contribution itowards ithe igrowth iand idevelopment iof ithe icountry. iThus, ithis ipaper iis ian 

examination iof iinclusive ieducation ias ian iimperative itool ifor ienhancing iacademic 

performance i iof istudents iwith ispecial ineeds iin ibusiness ieducation. 

 

Concept iof iInclusive iEducation i 

The iconcept iof iinclusive ieducation iincludes iall ilearners, ibut iit imay ibe iinterpreted 

differently iaccording ito ithe icontext. iFor iexample, iwhile iit icovers ichildren iexcluded ion the 

basis iof ilanguage, igender, iethnicity, idisability iand iother ifactors; iit ican ifocus ion ichildren 

with idisabilities ionly. iAt ithe isame itime, ichildren imay ibe iaffected iby imore ithan ione issue. 

However, ithe iterms iimpairment, idisability iand ihandicap iare ithe iterms ithat ioften icrop iup 

in ithe idiscourse ion iInclusive iEducation. iA ichild iwith idisabilities imay ialso ispeak ithe 

language iof ia iminority iethnic igroup, ior ibe ia irefugee, ior, iif ishe iis ia igirl, iher ifamily iand 

society imay inot ivalue igirls ieducation. 

According ito iBooth i(1996), iinclusive ieducation iis ia iprocess iof iaddressing iand iresponding 

to ithe idiversity iof ineeds iof iall ilearners ithrough iincreasing iparticipation iin ilearning, 

cultures iand icommunities, iand ireducing iexclusion iwithin iand ifrom ieducation. iAhmad 

(2000) idefines iinclusive ieducation ias ithe ieducation iof iall ichildren iand iyoung ipeople iwith 
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and iwithout idisabilities ior idifficulties iin ilearning itogether iin iordinary ipre-primary ischools, 

colleges, iand iuniversities iwith iappropriate inetwork isupport. iUNESCO i(2000) istates 

inclusive ieducation imeans ithat ischools ishould iaccommodate iall ichildren iregardless iof itheir 

physical, iintellectual, isocial, iemotional, ilinguistic ior iother iconditions. iThis ishould iinclude 

disabled iand igifted ichildren, istreet iand iworking ichildren, ichildren ifrom iremote ior inomadic 

populations, ichildren ifrom ilinguistic, iethnic ior icultural iminorities iand ichildren ifrom iother 

disadvantaged ior imarginalized iareas ior igroups. i 

 

According ito iUNESCO iin iSambo iand iGambo i(2015) iinclusion iis: i 

(a) iRecognition iof ithe iright ito ieducation iand iits iprovision iin inon-discriminatory iways. 

(b) iA icommon ivision iwhich icovers iall ipeople. i 

(c) iA ibelief ithat ischools iand iother iplaces iof ilearning ihave ia iresponsibility ito ieducate iall 

children i(and iadults) iin iline iwith ihuman irights iprinciples. i 

(d) iA icontinuous iprocess iof iaddressing iand iresponding ito ithe idiversity iof ineeds iof iall 

learners i iregardless iof ifactors isuch ias idisability, igender, iage, iethnicity, ilanguage, iHIV 

status, igeographical ilocation iand isexuality i irecognizing ithat iall ipeople ican ilearn. 

Okwudire iand iOkechukwu i(2008) idescribe iinclusive ieducation ias ithe iprogressive iincrease 

in ithe iparticipation iof istudents, iin ireduction iof itheir iexclusion ifrom ithe icultures, icurricula, 

and icommunities iof ilocal ischools. iThey ifurther iexplain ithat iwith iinclusive ieducation, iall 

students iin ia ischool iregardless iof itheir istrength ior iweakness iin iany iarea ibecome ipart iof 

the ischool icommunity. iIt iis ia iplace iwhere ichildren iare iseen ias iequal imembers iof ithe 

classroom iwithout ibeing imarginalized. iEveryone iis iimportant, iunique iand ivalued ifor his/her 

contributions ito ithe iworld. i iIt iis ifrom ithis iperspective ithat iNsanzabiga i(2014) idefined 

inclusive ieducation i(IE) ias ia iprocess iwhereby ithe ischool isystems, istrategic iplans, iand 

policies iadapt iand ichange ito iinclude ieducational iservices iand istrategies ifor ia iwider irange 

of ichildren iand itheir ifamilies. iThis ialso iimplies iidentifying ichildrens ispecific ilearning 

needs iand istyles iand iadapts ithe ilearning ienvironment iand iteaching istrategies ito iensure 

high iquality ilearning ioutcomes ifor iall imembers iof ithe isame iclass/school. i iHandicap 
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Internationals i(2012) idefined iinclusive ieducation ias: ia iprocess ifor iincreasing iparticipation 

and ireducing iexclusion, iin ia iway ithat ieffectively iresponds ito ithe idiverse ineeds iof iall 

learners itakes iinto iaccount ithe iindividual iteaching iand ilearning ineeds iof iall imarginalized 

and ivulnerable ichildren iand iyoung ipeople: i istreet ichildren, igirls, ichildren ifrom iethnic 

minorities, ichildren ifrom ieconomically idisadvantaged ifamilies, ichildren ifrom 

nomadic/refugee/displaced ifamilies, ichildren iwith iHIV/AIDS iand ichildren iwith idisabilities. 

 

Inclusive iEducation iis, iby idefinition, ithe ifull iintegration iof ilearners iwith iand iwithout 

special ineeds iinto ithe isame iclassrooms iand ischools iand ithereby iexposing ithem ito ithe 

same ilearning iopportunities i(Mugambi, i2017). iInclusive ieducation itherefore itries ito isatisfy 

the ilearning ineeds iof iall ichildren, iyouth iand iadults iand iespecially ithose iwho isuffer ifrom 

disabilities iand iwho iare ioften iexcluded. iIt itries ito iaccommodate iin ithe imainstream iof 

education iall ithose iwho iare ivulnerable, imarginalized iand iexcluded. iInclusive iEducation 

means ieducating iall istudents iwith ior iwithout idisabilities itogether ithrough ieasy iand ino-

discriminatory iaccess ito icommon ipre-school iprovisions, ischools iand icommunity 

educationalisetting ibut iwith iproper isupport iservices iand ifacilities iand iinfrastructure. 

Inclusive iEducation icalls ifor ia iflexible ieducation isystem iwhich iaccepts, iaccommodates and 

assimilates ithe ineeds iof ia iwide irange iof ilearners iand iadapts iitself ito imeet ithe idiffering 

needs. iInclusive iEducation itries ito ihelp iall ithe istakeholders iin ithe isystem imade iup iof 

learners, iparents, icommunity, iteachers, iadministrators, ipolicy imakers ito iaccept idiversity iof 

students iabilities iat ilearning iand isee iit ias ia ichallenge ito iimpart ieducation ito iall iincluding 

the istudents iwith idisabilities iand inot ito isee ieducation iof iall istudents icarried iout itogether 

in ithe isame isetting ias ia iproblem. iHence, ithe iconcept iof iinclusion iis ia iphilosophy ithat 

calls ifor iincluding iall iin ia isingle isetup iand iencourages iadoption iof ian ieducational 

approach iwhich iprovides iall istudents iequal iand inon-discriminatory imembership iof ithe 

society iand ialso iaccords igreater iopportunities ifor iacademic iand isocial iachievement. 
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Similar iviews ihave ibeen iexpressed iby iAinscow i(1999) iand iArmstrong i(2003). iThey iboth 

hold ithat iInclusion irefers ito ia iset iof iprinciples, ivalues iand ipractices iwhich iinvolve ithe 

social itransformation iof ieducation isystems iand icommunities. iIt idoes inot irefer ito ia ifixed 

state ior iset iof icriteria ito ibe iused ias ia iblue-print, ibut iseeks ito ichallenge ideficit ithinking 

and ipractice iwhich iare istill iingrained iand itoo ioften ilead imany ito ibelieve ithat isome ipupils 

have ito ibe idealt iwith iin ia iseparate iway. 

Inclusive ieducation itherefore iattempts ito iput iinto ipractice ithat ieach iand ievery istudent with 

whatever iabilities iis iwelcome iin ithe isame ieducational isetting iand iassures ithat itheir iunique 

needs iand ilearning istyles iare ivaluable, iappreciated, irespected iand iencouraged. iAccording 

to iNevada iPartnership ifor iinclusive ieducation i(2007) i“at ino itime idoes iinclusion irequire 

the iclassroom icurriculum, ior ithe iacademic iexpectations, ito ibe iwatered idown. iOn ithe 

contrary, iinclusion ienhances ilearning ifor istudents, iboth iwith iand iwithout ispecial ineeds. 

Students ilearn iand iuse itheir ilearning idifferently; ithe igoal iis ito iprovide iall istudents iwith 

the iinstruction ithey ineed ito isucceed ias ilearners iand iachieve ihigh istandards, ialongside their 

ifriends iand ineighbours i(Erwin, i1993). i 

 

Inclusive iEducational ipractices ihave ito ibe inecessarily ichild-centred iif iInclusion iis ito iwork. 

It iis ifor ithe iteachers ito ifind iout ieach istudents iacademic, isocial, iand icultural ineed iso ias 

to idetermine ihow ibest ito ifacilitate ilearning iof ieach ichild. iWhen iteachers iare ichild-centred 

their irole ibecomes imore iof ifacilitators iof ilearning irather ithan isimply itransmitters iof 

knowledge. iHence iteachers iin ithe iinclusive isetup imust iacquire iskills iin icurriculum-based 

assessment, iteam iteaching, imastery ilearning, iassessing ilearning istyles i(and imodifying 

instruction ito iadapt ito istudents' ilearning istyles), iother iindividualized iand iadaptive ilearning 

approaches, icooperative ilearning istrategies, ifacilitating ipeer itutoring iand i"peer ibuddies," ior 

social iskills itraining ito iachieve isuccessful ieducation ifor iall iin ithe iinclusive iclass irooms 

(Mugambi, i2017). i 
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Educating ichildren iwith idisabilities ialong iwith ithe inon-disability istudents ihelps iin 

increasing iunderstanding iand itolerance iamong ithe inon-disabled istudents iand ihelp ithem ias 

well ias ithe istudents iwith idisabilities ito ifunction ibetter iin ithe iworld ibeyond ischool. i 

 

Concept iof iAcademic iPerformance i 

In iorder ito iadequately icomprehend ithe iconcept iof iacademic iperformance, iit iis ivery 

important ifor ius ito iknow iwhat iperformance imeans. iAccording ito iAdeyemi i(2008), 

performance iis ia imeasure iof ieducational ioutput. iThus, iacademic iperformance irefers ito ithe 

ability ito istudy iand iremember ifacts, ibeing iable ito istudy ieffectively iand isee ihow ifacts ifit 

together iand iform ilarger ipatterns iof iknowledge, iand ibeing iable ito ithink ifor iyourself iin 

relation ito ifacts iand ibeing iable ito icommunicate iyour iknowledge iverbally ior idown ion 

paper i(Nyagosia, i2011). iKyoshaba i(2009) ifrom ihis iown iperspective isees iacademic 

performance i iin itests, iin icourse iwork iand iperformance iin iexaminations iof istudents. iFrom 

the iabove idefinitions, iwe ican iconveniently isay ithat iacademic iperformance irefers ito ithe 

extent ito iwhich ian iindividual ilearner iacts ior idoes ia ipiece iof iwork, ihow iwell ior ipoor 

he/she idoes ithe ijob ior ithe iactivities iwithin ia ilearning iprocess. iAcademic iperformance ican 

be ipoor ior igood. iPoor iperformance ican ibe iregarded ias ihaving iperformed ibelow ithe 

required iacademic iperformance i(Akomolafe iand iAdesua, i2016). iCharles i(1994), ireferred ito 

poor iperformance ias iperformance ithat ifall ibelow ithe idesired istandard. iAcademic 

performance iis isaid ito ibe igood iwhen iperformance imeets ior iexceeds ithe irequired iacademic 

performance. iStudents iacademic iperformance iis iassessed iby iuse iof itests, iassignments iand 

examinations. iDue ito iseparation iof istudents iwith idisability ifrom itheir ipeers, ithere iis 

deficiency iin itheir iacademic iperformance ibecause ithey ilack isocial iinteraction iwith iother 

students iwhich iis ia idynamics ineeded ifor ilearning. iIsolation iis ialso inot ipsychologically 

healthy ifor ithem isince ithey iare ialways icompared iwith ithemselves. iIn iIsolation iteachers 

seems ito ipamper ithem ias ia iresult iof isympathy iand ias isuch ithey imight ibe ileft ialone ito 

perform ibelow istandard. 
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Concept iof iBusiness iEducation 

Business iEducation iis ia itype iof itraining iwhich, iwhile iplaying iits ipart iin ithe iachievement 

of ithe igeneral iaims iof ieducation ion iany igiven ilevel, ihas iits iprimary iobjective ias ithe 

preparation iof ipeople ito ienter iinto ia icareer, ito irender iefficient iservice iand ito iadvance 

from itheir ipresent ilevel iof iemployment ito ihigher ilevels i(Osuala i2003). iAccording ito 

Igboke i(2000), ibusiness ieducation iis ia idynamic ifield iof istudy igeared itowards ipreparing 

youths iand iadults ifor iand iabout ibusiness. iBusiness ieducation iis iconcerned iwith ithe 

impartation iof ibusiness iorientation iand iknowledge ifor ipersonal iand inational idevelopment. 

It iinvolves iteaching istudents ithe ifundamentals, iconcepts, itheories iand iprocesses iof 

business. iTo iOkoli i(2010), ibusiness ieducation iis ian iimportant ipart iof ithe igeneral education 

which iemphasizes iskills iand icompetencies iacquisition ifor iuse iin ioffices iand ibusiness 

related ioccupations. iNwanewezi i(2010) idescribes ibusiness ieducation ias iencompassing 

education ifor ioffice ioccupations, ibusiness iteaching, ibusiness iadministration iand ieconomic 

understanding. iAbdulkadir i(2011) iobserves ithat ione iremarkable iimportant icharacteristic iof 

business ieducation iprogramme iis ithat iits iproducts ican ifunction iindependently ias iself 

employed iand iemployers iof ilabour. iEzeani i(2012) iin iOlise i(2014) iopined ithat ibusiness 

education iproduce iresponsible, iproductive iand iself-reliant icitizens. iThey ifurther istated ithat 

business ieducation iinculcates iin ithe irecipients iknowledge, ivalues, iattitudes iand iskills 

needed iin ithe ibusiness iworld. iThe itenet iof ibusiness ieducation iembraces ibasic ieducation 

for iteaching icareer, ientrepreneurship, ibusiness iunderstanding, ioffice ienvironment iand 

vocational ipractices. iAs ia imatter iof ifact, ibusiness ieducation iaffords ito ievery iindividual an 

opportunity ito idevelop ithe iskills, iabilities iand iunderstanding ithat iwill ienable ihim ito handle 

competently ihis ipersonal ibusiness iaffairs; ito idevelop ian iunderstanding iof ithe ivocational 

opportunity iavailable iin ithe ibroad ifield iof ibusiness iand ito iassume ihis icitizenship 

responsibilities ithrough ienlightened iparticipation iin, ias iwell ias ian iunderstanding iand 

appreciation iof ithe ibusiness isystem i(Osuala i2003). 

 

Benefits iof iInclusive iEducation: 
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Mainstreaming istudents iwith idisabilities ialongside itheir inon-disabled ipeers ihelps ithem ito 

get iaccess ito ithe igeneral icurriculum ifor ichildren iwith idisabilities. iIt ihas ibeen ishown 

through iseveral istudies ithat istudents iwith idisabilities iwho iare imainstreamed ihave: 

1. iHigher iacademic iachievement: iMainstreaming iis isaid ito ibe ifar imore iacademically 

effective iwhen istudents iwith idisabilities iare ieducated ioutside ischool isetup. iAccording ito a 

study iby ithe iNational iResearch iCenter ion iLearning iDisabilities iabout ithe iMainstreaming 

Deaf iStudents icarried iout iin iUSA iit iwas ifound ithat igraduation irates iof iall istudents iwith 

disabilities iin ithe iU.S. iincreased iby i14% ifrom i1984 ito i1997. iAccording ito iMeyer iand 

Poon i(2001) iaccess ito ia iresource iroom ifor idirect iinstruction iis ieffective iin iincreasing 

students iacademic iskills iand ithus iincreasing ithe iabilities iapplied iby istudents iin ia igeneral 

education isetting. iAccording ito iMadden iand iSlaven i(1983) iMainstreaming iof ithe istudents 

with idisability ihas ishown ito iimprove iacademic iachievement iin istudents iwith imild 

academic idisabilities, ias iwell ias ito iimprove itheir ilong-term ibehaviour. 

 

2. iHigher iSelf-Esteem: iBy iinclusion iin ia iregular ischool isetting, istudents iwith idisabilities 

have iexhibited igreater iconfidence iand iself-efficacy. iA imainstreaming iapproach iis isaid ito 

facilitate ithe idevelopment iof igreater iself-esteem iin ithe istudents iwith idisability. iAccording 

to iNational iResearch iCentre ion iLearning iDisabilities iof iUSA iwhich icarried iout ia istudy 

in i2007 iit ireported ithat iout iof ithe iassessed istudents iwith idisability, i96% ifelt ithey iwere 

more iconfident, i3% ithought ithey ihad ithe isame iexperience ias ian iexcluded istudent, iand 

1% ifelt ithey ihad iless iself-esteem. iThis istudy ireported ithat ioverall, istudents iwith idisability 

felt ithat ithey iwere iequal ito itheir ipeers iand ifelt ithat ithey ishould inot ibe itreated iany 

differently i 

 

3. Better iSocial iSkills: iAgain iit ihas ibeen ifound ithat iinclusion iallows istudents iwith 

disabilities ito ilearn isocial iskills imuch ifaster ithrough iobservation iand ialso igain ia ibetter 

understanding iof ithe iworld iaround ithem iand ithus ibecome ia ipart iof ithe iregular community 

or isociety. iMainstreaming iis iconsidered ito ibe iespecially ibeneficial ifor ichildren isuffering 
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with iautism. iAccording ito iWolfberg iand iSchuler ichildren iwith iautism iinteracting iwith 

same-aged inormal ichildren, iwere iobserved ito ibe isix itimes imore ilikely ito iengage iin isocial 

relations ioutside iof ithe iclassroom. iAlso iaccording ito iTidmarsh iand iVolkmar isince children 

with iautism ihave iseverely irestricted iinterests iand iabnormalities iin icommunication iand 

social iinteraction, ithe iincreased iinteraction iwith inormal ichildren iis ilikely ito ibe ibeneficial 

to ithem. iStudies ihave ishown ithat istudents iwith iDowns isyndrome iwere ithree itimes imore 

likely ito icommunicate iwith iother ipeople iif imainstreamed. iMainstreaming ialso ibenefits 

other ichildren. iIt iopens ithe ilines iof icommunication ibetween ithose istudents iwith disabilities 

and itheir ipeers. iIf ithey iare iincluded iinto iclassroom iactivities, iall istudents ibecome imore 

sensitive ito ithe ifact ithat ithese istudents imay ineed iextra iassistance. iIt ileads ito iraising iof 

students iexpectations iamong ithe istudents iwith idisabilities iand ithis iin iturn ihelps ito iraise 

their iself-esteem iand igive ithem ia isense iof ibelonging. iAnother iargument iwhich iis iput forth 

for iinclusion iof ithe istudents iwith idisabilities iinto ithe imainstream ior iregular/general iclasses 

is ithat, ithe igeneral istudents idevelop ipositive iattitudes itowards itheir idisabled ipeers idue ito 

regular iinteraction. iThe isupporters iof iinclusion ialso isuggest ithat isuch iclose iproximity iand 

interaction iamong ithe idisabled iand istudents iwith inon-disabilities ihelps ito idevelop tolerance 

of iand i iunderstanding iof ithe istudents i iwith idisabilities iamong ithe igeneral istudents iand 

at itimes ieven ifriendships. iStudies iconducted iby iStaub iand iPeck, i(1995) iand iMcGregor 

(1993) ihave ishown ithat ithe igeneral istudents iare ifar imore i iaccepting, iunderstanding, iand 

socially iaware iof idifferences ibetween ithem iand ithe istudents i iwith idisabilities iwhen ithey 

are ieducated iin ithe iinclusive ischool iand iclassroom isettings. iIt iis isaid ithat isuch ieducation 

on ione ihand igreatly ibenefits ithe istudents iwith idisabilities ior ichallenges ito ilearn ieasily 

and ifaster iand ion ithe iother ihand ihelps iincrease ithe iawareness iamong ithe iabled istudents 

to ibe imore iunderstanding iand iconcerned iabout ithose istudents iwith idisabilities ior 

differently iabled. iAlso isince ithe iteachers itry ito iuse idifferent iways ito iteach ia ilesson ifor 

both igroups iof istudents iin ithe iinclusive ilearning ithe ieducation ibecomes iinteresting. iIt iis 

felt ithat isuch iinclusive iteaching ibenefits iall ithe istudents iin ithe iclassroom. iAlso ithe 

students iare iencouraged ito ihelp ieach iother iwhich iin iturn iincrease itheir icamaraderie. 
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Socialization ithrough iinclusive ieducation iin ithe ischool ihelps ithe istudents ito ilearn 

communication iskills iand iinteraction iskills ifrom ieach iother iin ian ieasier iand ifaster manner. 

Students idevelop ilong ilasting iand iimpressionable ifriendships ifrom ithese iinteractions iin ian 

inclusive isetup. 

According ito iGilles i(2004), iPositive ieffects ion ichildren iwithout idisabilities iinclude ithe 

development iof ipositive iattitudes iand iperceptions iof ipersons iwith idisabilities iand ithe 

enhancement iof isocial istatus iwith inon-disabled ipeers. iInclusion iincreases ithe isocial 

importance iof ithe istudents iwith idisabilities. iIt ihas ibeen ifound ithat ithe istudents iwith 

mental idisabilities ishow ian iincrease iin isocial iskills iand iacademic iproficiency iwhen iplaced 

in ithe iInclusive ischool. 

In itheir istudy ischolars ilike iGiangreco, iClonionger iand iIverson i(1998) ihave inoted ithat 

inclusion ihas ilong-term ieffects ion istudents iwithout idisabilities ibecause ion iaccount iof 

inclusion ileading ito ithem ihaving ito istudy iwith istudents iwith idisabilities ihelps ithem ito 

have ia iheightened isensitivity ito ithe ichallenges ithat ithey iface ilater iin ilife isuch ias increased 

empathy iand icompassion, iand iimproved ileadership iskills, iwhich ibenefits iall iof isociety. 

Hence iGilles i(2004) ihas istated ithat iinclusion ihelps istudents iunderstand ithe iimportance iof 

working itogether, iand ifosters ia isense iof itolerance iand iempathy iamong ithe istudent ibody 

implying ithere iby ithat iit iis ia isystem iof ieducation iwhich ibenefits iall ithe istudents 

irrespective iof itheir iabilities ior idisabilities. 

Many ischolars iincluding iSuomi, iCollier iand iBrown i(2003) ibelieve ithat ieducating inon-

disabled ior inormal istudents ialong iwith ithe istudents iwith idisabilities icreates ian iatmosphere 

of iunderstanding iand itolerance ithat ihelps iall istudents iof iall iabilities ito ifunction ibetter iin 

the isociety iand iin ithe iworld iafter ieducation iin ischool iis iover. iStudents iwithout idisabilities 

studying iin ithe imainstreamed ischools iand ihaving ijoint iphysical ieducation iprogram iwere 

found ito ihave iincreased iself-concept, itolerance, iself-worth, iand ia ibetter iunderstanding iof 

other ipeople iand iespecially iof ithe ipersons iwith idisability. iBlock iin ihis istudy ifound ithat 

students iwithout idisabilities ibut ipart iof ia imainstreaming iprogramme iwere iprepared ito ideal 

with idisability iin itheir iown ilives. i iSome ischolars iLike iLieberman, iJames iand iLudwa 
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(2004) ifound ithat ithe iimprovement iin ithe iskills iand iabilities iof ithe istudents iwith 

disabilities iin ia imainstreamed iform iof ieducation iwas iattributable ito ithe iContact iTheory 

which iholds ithat iclose iproximity iand isocial iand iphysical icontact ifosters ilearning imuch 

faster i(Allport i1954). iScholars ilike iChu iand iGriffey i(1985) ialso itested ithe ieffect iof ithe 

Contact itheory iwhich iasserts ithat ifrequent, imeaningful, iand ipleasant iinteractions ibetween 

people iwith idifferences itend ito iproduce ichanges iin iattitude iin ithe imainstreamed 

environment iand ihave ifound ito ihold igood ifor ithe istudents istudying iin isuch imainstreamed 

environment. 

Allport i(1954) iContact iTheory 

Allport icontact itheory istates ithat isocial icontact iwill iimprove irelationship ibetween imembers 

of imajority iand iminority igroups. iAs ipeople icome iinto icontact iwith iothers idifferent ifrom 

themselves i, itheir iprejudiced iideas iwould idiminish ias ithey icome ito iunderstand ithe iother 

person. iThe itheory iis irelevant ito iinclusive ieducation ias iit isupports ian iequitable ischool 

culture iand iforms ithe ibasis iof iawareness ifor ian ieducational iprogramme iconvenient iand 

easy ifor iinclusive ieducation. 

 

Inclusive iEducation ias iTool ifor iEnhancing iAcademic iPerformance iin iBusiness 

iEducation 

Obviously iinclusive ieducation iis ithat itype iof iEducation iin iwhich iregular i(normal) iand 

special ineeds ilearners iare ibrought itogether iin ithe isame iacademic ienvironment iand 

classroom ifor ithe ipurpose iof ilearning. iInclusive ieducation iconforms ito ithe iUniversal 

Declaration iof iHuman iRight i(United iNations, i1948) iwhich istipulated ithat ieducation iis ia 

fundamental ihuman iright. iIn iaddition, ithe iConvention ion ithe iRights iof ithe iChild i(United 

Nations, i1989) ialso ideclared ithat ichildren iwith ior iwithout idisabilities ihave ithe isame iright 

to ieducational iopportunities. iThis iis ivery iimportant ito ithe iBusiness ieducation ipupils ior 

students iwith idisabilities ibecause iit iin ithe ifirst iinstance iaffords ithem ithe iopportunity iof 

acquiring ieducation iand ithe itype ithat iwill imake ithem ito ibe iself-employed iand ieven ibe 

employers iof ilabour. i 
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Inclusive ieducation ibehoove ithe ischool iauthorities iand iteachers ito iensure ithat imeaningful 

and iintentional iengagement iof iregular iand istudents iwith ispecial ineeds iis idone iin ia iway 

that iprovides ilearning iopportunities/activities iand iensures ithat ithe ienvironment iis conducive 

to iall istudents. i iThis imeans ithat iunder iinclusive ieducation, ino ipupil ior istudent irrespective 

of ihis/her icondition ishould ibe ileft ibehind; ievery ipupil/student imust ibe icarried ialong. iThis 

feature iof iinclusive ieducation iaids iacademic iperformance iof ispecial ineed istudents ioffering 

business ieducation. iThis iis ibecause iboth ithe ispecial ineeds istudents iand ithe iregular 

students ilearn iat ithe isame ipace. iSpecial ineeds istudents iwho iare iincluded iin iregular 

education iclassrooms iare iactive iparticipants iin iclassroom iinstruction iand iare ichallenged 

academically iat ithe isame ilevel iwith ithe iregular istudents iand ithis ienhances itheir 

performance iacademically. iEkeh i iand iOladayo i i(2013) ifound ithat ispecial ineeds ipupils 

raised iin iinclusive iclassroom isettings ihad ihigher iacademic iperformance iscores, icompared 

to itheir icounterparts iraised iin inon-inclusive iclassrooms. iThe ifinding iof iPeestma iet ial iin 

Signor, iLeBlanc iand iMcDougal i(2010), iand iBanerji iand iDailey iin iSignor, iet ial i(2010) 

also iindicated ithat ispecial ineeds ipupils iin iinclusive iclassroom isettings imade isome 

academic iperformance ithan itheir ipeers iin inon-inclusive iclassroom isettings. iThis iabove 

findings iconfirms ithe ipositive ieffect iinclusive ieducation ihas ion istudents iwith ispecial needs, 

especially ithose iin ibusiness ieducation. 

 

Again, iinclusive ieducation ienhances ithe iacademic iperformance iof ibusiness ieducation 

students ifor ithe isystem irequire ithat iemphasis iis iplaced iby ithe iteacher ion ilife icoping skills 

of istudents iwith ispecial ineeds ito ienable ithem ifunction ieffectively iwell iin ithe isociety. 

Corroborating ithis ifact, iSignor, iet ial i(2010) iopined ithat idue ito iextra iattention ipaid ito 

pupils iwith ispecial ineeds iby iregular iteachers iand ieven ipupils, iin iinclusive ischools, ithe 

academic iperformance iof ispecial ineed istudents iis ienhanced. iThe ifact iprompted iWeiner 

(2003) ito istate ithat ithe iteachers imoral iobligation ito ibe icommitted ito iexpecting iall students 

meet ihigh istandard iof iachievement iand ito iprovide ian iexcellent ilearning ienvironment iis 

paramount iin iinclusive ischools. iIt imust ibe iemphasized ihere ithat iinclusion iclassroom ioffers 
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support ifrom iclassmates iwithout idisabilities i(Shultz, i2001 icited iin iSpence, i2010). iA i2012 

study iby iHehir iand icolleagues iexamined ithe iperformance iof imore ithan i68,000 iprimary 

and isecondary ischool istudents iwith idisabilities iin ithe iUnited iStates istate iof iMassachusetts. 

Using istate itest idata, ithe iauthors iidentified imany ifactors ithat iinfluence ithe iacademic 

achievement iof istudents. iFamily iincome, ischool iquality, iand iproficiency iwith iEnglish iwere 

all irelated ito ia ichild's iacademic iperformance. iAfter istatistically icontrolling ifor ithese 

factors, ithe iauthors ifound ithat ion iaverage, istudents iwith idisabilities iwho ispent ia ilarger 

proportion iof itheir ischool iday iwith itheir inon-disabled ipeers iperformed isignificantly ibetter 

than istudents iwith isimilar idisabilities iwho ispent ia ismaller iproportion iof itheir ischool iday 

with itheir inon-disabled ipeers i(Hehir, iGrindal, iand iEidelman, i2012). iThus, iwith iinclusive 

education, ibusiness ieducation istudents iwith idisabilities iwill ihave ithe iopportunity ito ibe 

assisted iacademically iby itheir ipeers iwho iare inot idisabled. iTo iVaughn iet ial., i(2000), 

Wilson, i(2004), iHarrower iand iDunlap, i(2001) icooperative ilearning iand ipeer itutoring iare 

viewed ias ieffective iin ienhancing ilearning. iPeer itutoring itend ito ienhance ithe iacademic 

performance iof istudents iwith idisability. iIn iaddition, iwith iinclusive ieducation imore attention 

will ibe ipaid ito ibusiness ieducation istudents iwho iare idisabled iand ithis iequally ienhances 

their iacademic iperformance. 

Research ihas ishown ithat istudents iwith idisabilities iin ithe iinclusion iclasses ihad ibetter 

reading icomprehension iand ia ihigher ilevel iof iperformance iin itheir iacademic iwork iwhen 

compared ito isegregated istudents i(Wagner, iKutash, iDuchnowski iand iEpstein, i2005). Among 

students iwith ian iintellectual idisability, iincluded istudents ialso iread i23 ito i43 iwords iper 

minute ifaster ithan iotherwise isimilar istudents iwho itook ifewer iacademic iclasses i(Blackorby, 

Knokey, iWagner, iLevine, iSchiller iand iSumi, i2007).The iimplication iof ithe iabove iis ithat 

inclusive ieducation ihas ithe ipotentials iof iincreasing ithe ireading iskills iof ibusiness ieducation 

students. iIn iother iwords, igood ireading iskills ican ipromote iadequate iand ifrequent ireading 

among idisabled ibusiness ieducation istudents iand ithis iaids itheir iacademic iperformance. 

Inclusive ischools inow iemploy ithe iservices iof i“learning isupport iteachers iand ispecialist 

teachers, iwho imay ibe iperipatetic ior ibased iin ithe ischool. iThese ispecialist iteachers ispend 
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part iof itheir iweek iin iinclusive ischools, iundertaking iconsultancy iwork iwith iclass iteachers 

or idirectly isupporting ichildren. iThe ilearning isupport iteachers iand ispecialist iteachers ihelp 

teachers ito idifferentiate ilearning iand imanage ismall igroup iactivities. iThis ipractice ihas ithe 

potentials iof ienhancing ithe iacademic iperformance iof istudents, iespecially ithe istudents iwith 

special ineeds iin ibusiness ieducation. iThis iis ibecause ithe ilearning isupport iteachers ior 

specialist iteachers iwill iassist ithe istudents iteacher ito idifferentiate itheir ilearning iabilities and 

make ibridge igaps iin iknowledge iwhere inecessary. iThis isort iof iassistance iin ino ismall 

measure ihelps ito iimprove istudents iacademic iperformance. i iThis ikind iof iassistance iaids 

the iprogress iof istudents iwith ispecial ineeds iin ibusiness ieducation iand ihelps ithem igain 

confidence iwithin ithe ischool ienvironment. 

The ipoint iof ideparture ihere iis ithat iinclusive ieducation iincrease ithe iachievement ifor 

students iwith idisabilities. i iStudies iby iBear iand iProctor i(1990) iand iBanerji iand iDailey 

(1995) iresulted iin iclaims ithat ifull-time iplacement iof ia istudent iwith idisabilities iin ithe 

general ieducation iclassroom iresulted iin iacademic iprogress ithat iwas ijust ias igood ias ithat 

achieved iby istudents iin iseparate ipull-out iclasses iat ithe ielementary ilevel. iResearch ihas also 

suggested ithat ieducating istudents iin igeneral ieducation ienvironments iresults iin ihigher 

academic iachievement ifor iboth istudents iwith iand iwithout idisability ilabels i(McLeskey iand 

Waldron, i2000; iRea, iMcLaughlin iand iWalther-Thomas, i2002; iPeterson iand iHittie, 2003:37-

39). 

 

Conclusion iand iRecommendations 

We ihave iseen ithat iinclusive ieducational ipractices istems ifrom iincreased irecognition ithat 

students iwith idisabilities ithrive iwhen ithey iare, ito ithe igreatest iextent ipossible, iprovided 

the isame ieducational iand isocial iopportunities ias inondisabled istudents. iInclusive iEducation 

came ito ibe iprovided ito ithe idisabled istudents iwithin ithe iregular ieducation isystem iwith 

some iextra isupport i(i.e. iresource iroom, iresource iteacher ietc.). iThe ichildren iwith ispecial 

educational ineeds inow iwere iallowed ito iget ieducation ialong iwith iregular istudents. iWe 

have iequally iseen ias ithe ipaper idemonstrated ithat iinclusive ieducation iis ia itool ifor 
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enhancing ithe iacademic iperformance iof istudents iwith ispecial ineeds iin ibusiness ieducation. 

Inclusive ieducation imakes iit ipossible ifor ichildren iwith ior iwithout idisabilities ito ihave ithe 

same iright ito ieducational iopportunities iand ithis iopportunity iavails ichildren iwith idisability 

to iacquire ibusiness ieducation. iInclusive ieducation iensure ithat ino istudent iis ileft ibehind, 

especially istudents iwith idisabilities. iIt ialso iensures ithat iboth ithe ispecial ineeds istudents 

and ithe iregular istudents ilearn iat ithe isame ipace iand ithe icompetition ithis iatmosphere 

creates ihelps ito iincrease ithe iacademic iperformance iof ithe istudents iwith idisabilities iin 

business ieducation. iInclusive ieducation ienables ithe iteacher ito ilay iemphasis ion ilife icoping 

skills ifor istudents iwith idisabilities ias iextra iattention iis ipaid ito ithem iby iregular iteachers 

and ipupils. 

 

Inclusive ieducation ienhance ithe ireading icomprehension iof istudents; ian iexercise iwhich iaid 

academic iperformance. iFrom ithe ipaper, ithere iis istrong ievidence ithat istudents iwith 

disabilities ibenefit iacademically ifrom iinclusive ieducation. iIt ithere igoes ito ishow ithat 

inclusive ieducation iis ian iindispensable itool ifor istudents iacademic iperformance iin ibusiness 

education. iThe ipaper itherefore iconcludes ithat iinclusive ieducation iis ian iimperative itool iin 

enhancing iacademic iperformance iof istudents iwith ispecial ineeds iin ibusiness ieducation. 

Inadequate iplans ifor ithe iidentifications iof ichildren iwith ispecial ilearning idisabilities, ilack 

adequate iinformation iand iguidance iby iparents ion iavailable ispecial iinclusive ieducation 

services, ino idefinite istrategy ito isearch ifor iand iidentify ichildren inot iattending ischool 

whether inormal ior idisabled iby igovernment, iinadequate ifunding, inegative iattitudes iof 

teachers, iaccessibility iproblem ietc. iwere isome iof ithe ifactors iidentified ias icapable iof 

hindering iinclusive ieducation ifrom ienhancing ithe iacademic iperformance iof ispecial ineeds 

students iin ibusiness ieducation iin iNigeria. 

However, ito ieffectively ienhance ithe iacademic iperformance iof ispecial ineeds istudents iin 

business ieducation iin iNigeria ithrough ithe iinstrument iof iinclusive ieducation, ithe ifollowing 

recommendations iare iimperative: 
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a. iA ispecial idirectorate iof iinclusive ieducation ishould ibe icreated iin ifederal iand istate 

ministries iof ieducation icharged iwith ithe iresponsibilities iof iplanning, istrategizing, 

implementation, iand imonitoring iof iinclusive ieducation iactivities iin iNigerian ischools. 

Adequate imonitoring iof iinclusive ieducational iactivities iin iNigerian ischools iwill ienhance 

teachers iperformance iand ithis iwill ialso ibring iabout iincreased istudents iacademic 

performance. 

b. iThe igovernment iof iNigeria ishould iadequately ifund iinclusive ieducation iin iNigeria. iThis 

will ihelp ito iacquire ithe inecessary ifacilities ior iequipment ithat iwill ipromote iteaching iand 

learning iin iinclusive ischool. iThese iequipments iwill iin iturn ienhance istudents iacademic 

performance. i 

c. iSpecialists ishould ibe iemployed iin ivarious iprimary ischools iin iNigeria ito iidentify 

students iwith ispecial ilearning idisabilities. iThis iwill ihelp ito idetect isuch ipeople ion itime iso 

that iadequate imeasures ican ibe itaken ito iassist ithem iacademically. iThis iwill igo ia ilong way 

to iincrease itheir iacademic iperformance iand iin ithe ilong irun iproduce isound idisabled 

business ieducationists. i 

d. iThere ishould ibe ipolicy ienabling ithe iestablishment iof iinclusive ischools iin ievery 

community iin iNigeria. iThis iwill ihelp ito ireduce ilong idistance idisabled istudents ineed ito 

trek ibefore igetting ito ischool. iThe ireduced istress iwill igreatly ienhance ithe istudent’s 

academic iperformance. i i i 

e. iSpecialist iteachers, iand ilearning isupport iteachers ishould ibe irecruited ito iassist iteachers 

in ithe iinclusive iclass irooms. iThe ispecialist iteachers ishould iundertake iconsultancy iwork 

with iclass iteachers iand iin imost icases igive idirect isupport ito ithe istudents. iThis iwill equally 

help ito iincrease ithe iacademic iperformance iof istudents iwith ispecial ineeds iin ibusiness 

education. 
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